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Opening Hymn #279
Today Thy Mercy Call Us

1. Today Thy mercy calls us

To wash away our sin.

However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,

However long from mercy

Our hearts have turned away,

Thy precious blood can cleanse us
And make us white today.

2. Today Thy gate is open,
And all who enter in

Shall find a Father's welcome
And pardon for their sin.

The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be given,

A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heaven.

3. Today our Father calls us,
His Holy Spirit waits;

His blessed angels gather
Around the heavenly gates.
No question will be asked us
How often we have come;



Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father's home.

4. 0 all-embracing Mercy,

0 ever-open Door,

What should we do without Thee
When heart and eye run o'er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,

We know one gate is open,

One ear will hear our prayer.

Invocation

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Confession and Absolution

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen



Kyrie — sing

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...
... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

The First Lesson — Isaiah 12:1-6

12 You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,

for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
Behold, God is my salvation;
| will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GobDis my strength and my song,

and he has become my salvation.”

2“

*With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. * And you
will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the LORD,
call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
® Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

5“



Psalm of the Day — Psalm 32

Antiphon -
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Blessed is the one whose transgression is for- | given,*
whose sin is | covered.

Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,*
and in whose spirit there is | no deceit.

For when | kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away*
through my groaning | all day long.

For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;*
my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer.

| acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my in- | iquity;*
| said, “l will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and
you forgave the iniquity | of my sin.

Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time

when you | may be found;*
surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not | reach
him.

You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from | trouble;*
you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance.

| will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;*
| will counsel you with my eye up- | on you.

Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,*
which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not
| stay near you.

Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,*
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the
LORD.

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,*
and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;



as it was in the be- | ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon —
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

The Second Lesson — 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

® From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we
regard him thus no longer. '’ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he
IS a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. *? All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; *° that is, in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. *° Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. “ For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

The Gospel — Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This
man receives sinners and eats with them.”

*So he told them this parable:

' And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. **And the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
property that is coming to me.” And he divided his property between
them. ** Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in reckless living. ** And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in



need. > So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. *° And he was
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave
him anything.

”“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's
hired servants have more than enough bread, but | perish here with
hunger! **1 will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him,
“Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. *>1 am no
longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.” “° And he arose and came to his father. But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. “* And the son said to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you.l am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” *But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. > And bring the fattened
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. ** For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began
to celebrate.

*>“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. *® And he called
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. " And he
said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and
sound.’ ?® But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and entreated him, °but he answered his father, ‘Look, these
many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed vyour
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that |
might celebrate with my friends. * But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed
the fattened calf for him! ** And he said to him, ‘Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. **It was fitting to
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive;
he was lost, and is found.”



P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Alleluia - sing

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Confession of Faith — Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

Born of the virgin Mary,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy Christian Church,
The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #245
God Loved the World So that He Gave

1. God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save



That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2. Christ Jesus is the Ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death:;
All that confide in Him alone

Are built on this chief Corner-stone.

God would not have the sinner die,
His Son with saving grace is nigh,

His Spirit in the Word doth teach

How man the blessed goal may reach.

4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done;
Thou'rt justified by Jesus' blood,

Thy Baptism grants the highest good.

5. If thou be sick, if death draw nearr,
This truth thy troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death,
That is the firmest ground of faith.

6. Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To Thee, O blessed Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Sermon Text — Psalm 32

Sermon
Jesus Christ Has Reconciled Us to the Father

Offertory — sing

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.



Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church

P: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love.
Give us a proper knowledge of the evil we have done in Your sight,
move us to confess our offenses against You, and justify us by
Your holy absolution. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Father in heaven, You welcome us into Your family for the sake
of Your Son. Call us to repentance when we wander from Your
ways or believe we have earned a place in Your household by our
works, and return us to the confident joy that in Christ alone we are
found and alive. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have made Your
deeds known among us. Bless pastors, teachers, musicians and all
church workers in their daily labors to make known Your deeds
among the peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Almighty God, we are brought forth in iniquity and conceived in
sin. Make us ever grateful that in Holy Baptism You forgive and
enliven even the smallest child, and that for Jesus’ sake You wash
us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Almighty God, in Christ You were reconciling the world to
Yourself. Watch over our nation and all whom You have placed in
authority. Give them wisdom and prudence, that Your people might
live in peace and freely make known the message of reconciliation.
Lord, in Your mercy,



C: hear our prayer.

P: Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for all who cry out to You for
mercy, healing and help [including _(silent prayer) ]. Deliver them
according to Your will and, as You have made them a new creation
in Christ, keep them mindful of the day when sorrow and sickness
will be no more. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord of glory, fill the hearts of Your people in all their various
callings with the joy of Your salvation, that they may make it known
in all the earth. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught
us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Sermon Hymn #392
Blest Is the Man, Forever Blest

1. Blest is the man, forever blest,
Whose guilt is pardoned by his God,
Whose sins with sorrow are confessed
And covered with his Savior's blood.

2. Blest is the man to whom the Lord
Imputes not his iniquities;

He pleads no merit of reward

And not on works but grace relies.

3. From guile his heart and lips are free;
His humble joy, his holy fear,

With deep repentance well agree

And join to prove his faith sincere.

4. How glorious is that righteousness
That hides and cancels all his sins,
While bright the evidence of grace
Thro' all his life appears and shines!

Prayer

P: Let us pray...
... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen



Closing Hymn #149
Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain

1. Come to Calvary's holy mountain,
Sinners, ruined by the Fall;

Here a pure and healing fountain
Flows to you, to me, to all,

In a full, perpetual tide,

Opened when our Savior died.

2. Come in poverty and meanness,
Come defiled, without, within;

From infection and uncleanness,

From the leprosy of sin,

Wash your robes and make them white;
Ye shall walk with God in light.

3. Come in sorrow and contrition,
Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the guilty free remission,
Here the troubled peace, may find.
Health this fountain will restore;
He that drinks shall thirst no more.

A. He that drinks shall live forever;
Tis a soul-renewing flood.

God is faithful; God will never
Break His covenant of blood,
Signed when our Redeemer died,
Sealed when He was glorified.

Silent Prayer
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