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Opening Hymn #400 
Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

 1. Take my life and let it be 
 Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
 Take my moments and my days, 
 Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
 2. Take my hands and let them move 
 At the impulse of Thy love; 
 Take my feet and let them be 
 Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
 3. Take my voice and let me sing 
 Always, only, for my King; 
 Take my lips and let them be 
 Filled with messages from Thee. 
 
 4. Take my silver and my gold, 
 Not a mite would I withhold; 
 Take my intellect and use 
 Every power as Thou shalt choose. 
 
 5. Take my will and make it Thine, 
 It shall be no longer mine; 
 Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
 It shall be Thy royal throne. 



 6. Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
 At Thy feet its treasure-store; 
 Take myself, and I will be 
 Ever, only, all, for Thee. 
 

Invocation 
 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him 
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. 
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not 
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to His will. 
 

C: Amen 
 

Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis – sing 
 

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have 
mercy on us. 
 

1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise; 
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing. 
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 
 



2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within 
 

3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high: 
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored, 
With all the heav’nly host we glorify. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray… 
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen 
 

The First Lesson – Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 
15

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and 
evil. 

16
If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I 

command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in 
his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and 
his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of 
it. 

17
But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 

drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 
18

I declare to 
you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 

19
I 

call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose 
life, that you and your offspring may live, 

20
loving the LORD your 

God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life 
and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that 
the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
to give them.” 
 



 
 

Psalm of the Day- Psalm 1 
 

1
Blessèd is the man 

 who walks not in the counsel of the    wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
 nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3
He is like a tree 

 planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
 and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
4
The wicked are not so, 

 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

The Second Lesson – Philemon 1-21 
1
Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 
2
and Apphia our sister 

and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 
 

3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

4
I thank my God always when I remember you in my 

prayers, 
5
because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have 



toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, 
6
and I pray that the 

sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of 
every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 

7
For I have 

derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. 
 

8
Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command 

you to do what is required, 
9
yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to 

you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ 
Jesus— 

10
I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 

became in my imprisonment. 
11

(Formerly he was useless to you, 
but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 

12
I am sending him 

back to you, sending my very heart. 
13

I would have been glad to 
keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf 
during my imprisonment for the gospel, 

14
but I preferred to do 

nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not 
be by compulsion but of your own free will. 

15
For this perhaps is 

why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him 
back forever, 

16
no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a 

beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both 
in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 

17
So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would 

receive me. 
18

If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. 

19
I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I 

will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own 
self. 

20
Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. 

Refresh my heart in Christ. 
 

21
Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 

will do even more than I say. 
 

The Gospel – Luke 14:25-35 

 
25

Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and 
said to them, 

26
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own 

father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

27
Whoever 

does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 



disciple. 
28

For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete 
it? 

29
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 

finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 
30

saying, ‘This man began 
to build and was not able to finish.’ 

31
Or what king, going out to 

encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 

32
And if not, while the other is 

yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of 
peace. 

33
So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all 

that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 

34
“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? 
35

It is of no use either for the soil or for the 
manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 
 

P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it. 
 

The Alleluia – sing 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
These words are written that we may believe 
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Confession of Faith – Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 



He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy Christian Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day #354 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

 1. In the Cross of Christ I glory, 
 Towering o'er the wrecks of time. 
 All the light of sacred story 
 Gathers round its head sublime. 
  

 2. When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
 Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
 Never shall the Cross forsake me; 
 Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
  

 3. When the sun of bliss is beaming 
 Light and love upon my way, 
 From the Cross the radiance streaming 
 Adds more luster to the day. 
  

 4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
 By the Cross are sanctified; 
 Peace is there that knows no measure, 
 Joys that through all time abide. 
 

Sermon Text – Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

 

Sermon 



Believer’s choice: Life with a cross or death 
 

Offertory – sing 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free. 
 

Offering of Thankful Hearts 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for 
all people according to their needs. 
 

P: O God, our King, You counted the terrible cost of our salvation 
and sent Your Son to give His life on the cross. Inspire our hearts to 
trust fully in His sacrificial victory, that we would follow in His way 
through death and into eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Divine Shepherd, You give life to Your Church through Your Holy 
Word. Grant Your people always to walk in Your way and receive 
Your blessings as they serve You in this world and in the life to 
come. [Bless all pastors, including _____________.] Lord, in Your 
mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Heavenly Father, You are our life and length of days, and You 
set before us Your gift of life in Your Holy Word. Preserve Your 
institutions of marriage and family. Guard husbands and wives, 
parents and children, both from despising and from idolizing one 
another. Instead, let every relationship in the home exemplify Your 
unconditional love for us in Christ, and grant that all might follow 
Him in their service to one another. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 



P: Good Lord, preserve us from the ways of the wicked, and 
prosper us in Your paths. We commend to You all who bear office 
in our land and ask You to make them a blessing to those they 
serve. Grant to us every joy in the calling You have given to us, that 
we might render service to You in our works of love toward our 
neighbor. Remember those in need of honest labor and daily bread, 
and give them gainful employment according to Your good and 
gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: O Lord, give the strength of the Spirit to all who are suffering or 
in any kind of need, [and especially to those we have been asked to 
remember, including _____________,] that they may all have the 
courage and will to take up their crosses and follow the Savior 
through suffering into the joys of life everlasting. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Preserve us, O Lord, from all temptation and grant us faith, that 
we may rest all our prayers and the desires of our hearts in Your 
merciful arms, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 



 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Sermon Hymn #452 
The Son of God Goes Forth to War 

 

        1. The Son of God goes forth to war 
        A kingly crown to gain. 
        His blood-red banner streams afar; 
        Who follows in His train? 
        Who best can drink His cup of woe, 
        Triumphant over pain, 
        Who patient bears his cross below-- 
        He follows in His train. 
 
        2. The martyr first whose eagle eye 
        Could pierce beyond the grave, 
        Who saw His Master in the sky 
        And called on Him to save. 
        Like Him, with pardon on His tongue, 
        In midst of mortal pain, 
        He prayed for them that did the wrong-- 
        Who follows in his train? 
 
        3. A glorious band, the chosen few, 
        On whom the Spirit came, 
        Twelve valiant saints; their hope they knew 
        And mocked the cross and flame. 
        They met the tyrant's brandished steel, 
        The lion's gory mane; 
        They bowed their necks the death to feel-- 
        Who follows in their train? 
 



        4. A noble army, men and boys, 
        The matron and the maid, 
        Around the Savior's throne rejoice, 
        In robes of light arrayed. 
        They climbed the steep ascent of heav'n 
        Thro' peril, toil, and pain. 
        O God, to us may grace be giv'n 
        To follow in their train! 
 

Prayer 

P: Let us pray… 
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen 

Closing Hymn #416 
Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 

        1. Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
        To keep His statutes still! 
        Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
        To know and do His will! 
 
        2. Order my footsteps by Thy Word 
        And make my heart sincere; 
        Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
        But keep my conscience clear. 
 
 



        3. Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
        A stricter watch to keep; 
        And should I e'er forget Thy way, 
        Restore Thy wandering sheep. 
 
        4. Make me to walk in Thy commands,-- 
        'Tis a delightful road,-- 
        Nor let my head or heart or hands 
        Offend against my God. 
 

Silent Prayer 
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