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Opening Hymn #262
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
1. A mighty Fortress is our God,
A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from every need
That hath us now o'ertaken.
The old evil Foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On Earth is not his equal.
2. With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the Valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is.
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there's none other God;
He holds the field forever.
3. Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us.
We tremble not, we fear no ill,
They shall not overpower us.

This world's prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none,
He's judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
4. The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child and wife,
Let these all be gone,
They yet have nothing won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Confession and Absolution
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis – sing
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.
1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise;
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within
3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
The First Lesson – Revelation 14:6–7
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every
nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and the springs of water.”
6

Psalm of the Day- Psalm 46
Antiphon - WS pg. 33
Antiphon –
In ev’ry age, O Lord, You have been our refuge.
God is our ref- | uge and strength,*
a very present help in | trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,*
though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea,
though its waters | roar and foam,*
though the mountains tremble at its | swelling.
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,*
the holy habitation of the | Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;*
God will help her when | morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;*
he utters his voice, the | earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is | with us;*
the God of Jacob is our | fortress.
Come, behold the works | of the LORD,*
how he has brought desolations | on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;*
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the
chariots | with fire.
“Be still, and know that | I am God.*
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted | in the
earth!”
The LORD of hosts is | with us;*
the God of Jacob is our | fortress.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Antiphon –
In ev’ry age, O Lord, You have been our refuge.
The Second Lesson – Romans 3:19–28
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin.
19

21

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to
it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This
was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what
kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we
hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
The Gospel – Matthew 11:12–19
[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until
John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
12

16

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates,
17
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a
dirge, and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they
say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”
P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.
The Alleluia – sing
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Confession of Faith – Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day #377 (v. 1,3,5,9,10)
Salvation unto Us has Come
1. Salvation unto us has come
By God's free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.
3. It was a false, misleading dream
That God His Law had given
That sinners should themselves redeem
And by their works gain heaven.
The Law is but a mirror bright
To bring the inbred sin to light
That lurks within our nature.
5. Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and hath God's anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He hath for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father's vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.
9. Faith clings to Jesus' cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
Yet faith alone doth justify,

Works serve thy neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.
10. All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God that saved us by His grace,All glory to His merit!
O Triune God in heaven above,
Who hast revealed Thy saving love,
Thy blessed name be hallowed.
Sermon Text – Matthew 11:12-19
Sermon
The Son of God Has Set Us Free from Sin and Death by His
Grace
Offertory – sing
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts
Prayer of the Church
P: Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise
you for your ongoing work of reformation in your Church.
C: Lord, to you alone be glory.
P: God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and
sent your Son as our substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death,
darkness, and despair.
C: For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory.

P: By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance.
Your powerful gospel rescued us from rebellion and fills us with
faith in you, the true and living God.
C: For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory.
P: By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees
of the inspired Scriptures, through which you proclaim your saving
truth to every generation. By the Scriptures you overthrew the
darkness of those who perverted your teachings and restored to
your church the message of salvation by grace alone.
C: For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory.
P: In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock.
We are like sheep living among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a
roaring lion. Defend us from false teachers who twist your Word to
satisfy the latest longing.
C: For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our
prayer, O Lord.
P: Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so
accessible. We lack only the zeal to treasure your restored truth
with lives of faithful Bible study.
C: For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily,
hear our prayer, O Lord.
P: As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure
gospel to your Church, we also celebrate our common confession
of the pure gospel in Word and sacrament.
C: For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord.
P: We remember the faithful confessors of this and former
generations, who have passed down to us your Word of Truth.
C: For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.
P: In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored
to your Church through the Reformation, we now commit ourselves
to your care.
C: Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, O
Lord. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sermon Hymn #295
The Law of God Is Good and Wise
1. The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.
2. Its light of holiness imparts
The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And seek deliverance ere too late.

3. To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound
It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as food and right.
4. When men the offered help disdain
And wilfully in sin remain,
Its terror in their ear resounds
And keeps their wickedness in bounds.
5. The Law is good; but since the Fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no power to justify.
6. To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.
Prayer
P: Let us pray…
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen

Closing Hymn #261
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word
1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word;
Curb those who fain by craft and sword
Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son
And set at naught all He hath done.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known,
For Thou art Lord of lords alone;
Defend Thy Christendom that we
May evermore sing praise to Thee.
3. O Comforter of priceless worth.
Send peace and unity on earth.
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.
Silent Prayer
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