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Opening Hymn #219 
The Head that Once was Crowned with Thorns 

        1. The Head that once was crowned with thorns 
        Is crowned with glory now; 
        A royal diadem adorns 
        The mighty Victor's brow. 
 
        2. The highest place that heaven affords 
        Is His, is His by right, 
        The King of kings and Lord of lords, 
        And heaven's eternal Light; 
 
        3. The Joy of all who dwell above, 
        The Joy of all below 
        To whom He manifests His love 
        And grants His name to know. 
 
        4. To them the cross, with all its shame, 
        With all its grace, is given; 
        Their name an everlasting name, 
        Their joy the joy of heaven. 
 
        5. They suffer with their Lord below, 
        They reign with Him above, 
        Their profit and their joy to know 
        The mystery of His love. 



        6. The cross He bore is life and health, 
        Though shame and death to Him: 
        His people's hope, His people's wealth, 
        Their everlasting theme. 

 

Invocation 
 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him 
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. 
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not 
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to His will. 
 

C: Amen 
 

Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis – sing 
 

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have 
mercy on us. 
 

1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise; 
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing. 
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 
 



2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within 
 
3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high: 
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored, 
With all the heav’nly host we glorify. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray… 
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen 
 

The First Lesson – Malachi 3:13-18 
13

“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you 
say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 

14
You have said, ‘It is vain 

to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of 
walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 

15
And now we 

call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put 
God to the test and they escape.’” 
16

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. 
The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him of those who feared 
the LORD and esteemed his name. 

17
“They shall be mine, says 

the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured 
possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him. 

18
Then once more you shall see the distinction between 

the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and 
one who does not serve him.” 

 
 



Psalm of the Day- Psalm 46 

Antiphon - WS pg. 42 

Antiphon –  
Keep me, keep me as the apple of Your eye.   
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
 

God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 
        a very present help in | trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 
        though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the 
sea, 
though its waters | roar and foam,* 
        though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit-| y of God,* 
        the holy habitation of the | Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 
        God will help her when | morning dawns. 
The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 
        he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 
The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
        the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 
Come, behold the works | of the LORD,* 
        how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 
        he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the 
chariots | with fire. 
“Be still, and know that | I am God.* 
        I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted | in 
the earth!” 
The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
        the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 
 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon –  
Keep me, keep me as the apple of Your eye.   
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 

The Second Lesson – Colossians 1:13–20 
13

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 

14
in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. 
16

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 

17
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 
18

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent. 

19
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 
20

and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 

The Gospel – Luke 23:27–43 
27

And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of 
women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 

28
But turning to 

them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. 

29
For behold, the days 

are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 

30
Then 

they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 
‘Cover us.’ 

31
For if they do these things when the wood is green, 

what will happen when it is dry?” 
32

Two others, who were criminals, 



were led away to be put to death with him. 
33

And when they came 
to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

34
And Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they 
cast lots to divide his garments. 

35
And the people stood by, 

watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; 
let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 
One!” 

36
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 

sour wine 
37

and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 

38
There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King 

of the Jews.” 
39

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 
saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 

40
But the 

other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? 

41
And we indeed justly, 

for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 

42
And he said, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into your kingdom.” 
43

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

The Alleluia – sing 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
These words are written that we may believe 
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Confession of Faith – Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried. 



He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy Christian Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day #527 
Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care 

 1. Lord, it belongs not to my care 
 Whether I die or live; 
 To love and serve Thee is my share, 
 And this Thy grace must give. 
  
 2. If life be long, I will be glad 
 That I may long obey; 
 If short no laborer is sad 
 To end his toilsome day. 
  
 3. Christ leads me through no darker rooms 
 Than He went through before; 
 He that into God's kingdom comes 
 Must enter by this door. 
  
 4. Come, Lord, when grace has made me meet 
 Thy blessed face to see; 
 For if Thy work on earth be sweet. 
 What will Thy glory be? 



 5. Then shall I end my sad complaints 
 And weary, sinful days 
 And join with the triumphant saints 
 That sing my Savior's praise. 
  
 6. My knowledge of that life is small, 
 The eye of faith is dim; 
 But 'tis enough that Christ knows all, 
 And I shall be with Him. 
 

Sermon Text – Malachi 3:13-18 
 

 

Sermon 
Jesus Christ Reigns, Enduring the Cross — Its Scorn and 

Shame  
 

Offertory – sing 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free. 
 

Offering of Thankful Hearts 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
honor and glory and power for ever and ever! 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory. 

P: You are worthy, O Christ our King, to receive honor and glory 
and praise, for you created all things and by your will they were 
created and have their being. 

C: Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns! 

P: You are worthy, O Christ our King, to receive honor and glory 
and praise because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased us for God. From every tribe and language and people 



and nation, you have called us into your kingdom and have made 
us priests to serve you, our God and Father. 

C: Help us live as royal priests. 

P: We give thanks to you, O Christ our Shepherd-King, because 
you have searched for us and found us. Lead us to the green 
pastures and quiet waters of your saving love, so that we may 
enjoy peace and comfort for our souls. 

C: Heal our hearts when they are broken with sin and guilt. 
Strengthen us when we are weak. 

P: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, because you have 
taken your great power and have begun to reign. Come with your 
mighty power to break and defeat every evil plan and purpose of 
the devil, of the ungodly influences and ideas of the world, and of 
our own sinful nature. Use your power to calm the unrest among 
nations and peoples so that your kingdom may spread and grow. 

C: Strengthen our confidence in knowing that your kingdom 
will never be destroyed. 

P: O Christ our King, you have supremacy over all. You will judge 
the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. You have 
destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. Reign in our hearts that we may serve you more faithfully 
and speak more boldly to others of your saving love. 

C: Praise be to the Lord God, who alone does marvelous 
deeds. May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

P: Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him. The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever 
and ever, King of kings and Lord of lords. 



C: The Lord God Almighty reigns! Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give him glory! Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Sermon Hymn #338 
Thine Forever, God of Love 

 1. Thine forever, God of Love! 
 Hear us from Thy throne above; 
 Thine forever may we be 
 Here and in eternity! 
 

 2. Thine forever! Oh, how blest 
 They who find in Thee their rest! 
 Savior, Guardian, heavenly Friend, 
 Oh, defend us to the end! 
 

 3. Thine forever, Lord of Life! 
 Shield us through our earthly strife. 
 Thou, the Life, the Truth, the Way, 
 Guide us to the realms of day. 



 4. Thine forever! Shepherd, keep 
 These Thy frail and trembling sheep 
 Safe alone beneath Thy care, 
 Let us all Thy goodness share. 
 
 5. Thine forever! Thou our Guide, 
 All our wants by Thee supplied, 
 All our sins by Thee forgiven; 
 Lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. 
 

Prayer 

P: Let us pray… 
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen 

Closing Hymn #376 
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

        1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
        Let me hide myself in Thee; 
        Let the water and the blood 
        From Thy riven side which flowed 
        Be of sin the double cure, 
        Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 
 
 
 



        2. Not the labors of my hands 
        Can fulfil Thy Law's demands; 
        Could my zeal no respite know, 
        Could my tears forever flow, 
        All for sin could not atone; 
        Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
 
        3. Nothing in my hand I bring, 
        Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
        Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
        Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
        Foul, I to the fountain fly,-- 
        Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
 
        4. While I draw this fleeting breath, 
        When mine eyelids close in death, 
        When I soar to worlds unknown, 
        See Thee on Thy judgment-throne, 
        Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
        Let me hide myself in Thee! 

 
Silent Prayer 

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Psalm from LSB ©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License 
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