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Opening Hymn #72 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

        1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
        And let your lights appear! 
        The evening is advancing, 
        And darker night is near. 
        The Bridegroom is arising, 
        And soon He draweth nigh; 
        Up, pray and watch and wrestle! 
        At midnight comes the cry. 
 

        2. The watchers on the mountain 
        Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
        Go meet Him as He cometh, 
        With hallelujahs clear. 
        The marriage-feast is waiting, 
        The gates wide open stand; 
        Up, up, ye heirs of glory; 
        The Bridegroom is at hand! 
 

        3. Ye saints, who here in patience 
        Your cross and sufferings bore, 
        Shall live and reign forever, 
        When sorrow is no more. 
        Around the throne of glory 
        The Lamb ye shall behold; 
        In triumph cast before Him 
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        Your diadems of gold! 
 

        4. Our Hope and Expectation, 
        O Jesus, now appear; 
        Arise, Desire of nations, 
        O'er this benighted sphere. 
        With hearts and hands uplifted, 
        We plead, O Lord, to see 
        The day of earth's redemption, 
        That brings us unto Thee! 
 

Invocation 

P: We worship today in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C ♪: Amen. 

Confession & Absolution 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C ♪: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C ♪: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins. 
 

P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and deed. 
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

P & C O most merciful God, who has given Thine only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His 
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will 
and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace 
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we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us 
and hath given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgiveth us all our sins. To them that believe on His name He 
giveth power to become the sons of God and hath promised them 
His Holy Spirit. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. 
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 
C ♪Amen. 
 

Introit 
P: Rejoice in the Lord always; 
C: again I will say, Rejoice. 
P: I will hope continually 
C: and will praise you yet more and more. 
P: My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of 
salvation all the day, 
C: for their number is past my knowledge. 
P: With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come; 
C: I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. 
P: O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
C: and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
P: So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, 
C: until I proclaim your might to another generation, your 
power to all those to come. 
P: Rejoice in the Lord always; 
C: again I will say, Rejoice. 
 
 

Gloria Patri 

C ♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
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The Kyrie 

C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Advent 3 

P: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of 
the world. He came to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s 
prayers. John proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world. 

P: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and 
confidence. 

P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

Three Advent candles are lit. 
The Shepherd's Candle typifies the act of sharing Christ.  In the Lutheran Church, pink instead of violet is permitted as the color of the third Sunday in 

Advent (Gaudete = “Rejoice”).  [Jer. 23:3-8]
 

(To the Tune of “Away in a Manger”) 

The flame of these candles 

Brings peace to our night, 
Reminds us of Jesus 

The world’s only Light. 
The darkness is ending, 

Our fears fade away, 
For God, his Son sending, 
Will dawn Christmas Day. 

 

The Salutation 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C ♪: And with thy spirit. 
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The Collect for the Day 

P: Let us pray………. who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C ♪: Amen. 

The First Reading – Isaiah 35:1-10 
1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2
it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
3
Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4
Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8
And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
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 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9
No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Psalm of the Day – Psalm 146 
 

Antiphon –  
I will praise Your name forever, my King and my God. 
 
While I live I will | praise the Lord;* 
        I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
Do not put ypour trust in princes, nor in a | son of man,* 
        In whom there | is no help. 
His spirit departs, he returns | to his earth;* 
        In that very day his plans | perish. 
 
Antiphon –  
I will praise Your name forever, my King and my God. 
 
Happy is he who has the God of Jacob | for his help,* 
        Whose hope is in the | Lord his God, 
Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that | is in them;* 
        Who keeps truth for-| ever, 
Who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
        Who gives food to the hungry, 

The Lord gives freedom to the | prisoners. 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Antiphon –  
I will praise Your name forever, my King and my God. 
 

The Second Reading – James 5:7-11 
  

7
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the 

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. 

8
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 

of the Lord is at hand. 
9
Do not grumble against one another, 

brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door. 

10
As an example of suffering and patience, 

brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 

11
Behold, we consider those blessed who remained 

steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you 
have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 

 
 

The Gradual 
P: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C: righteous and having salvation. 
P: Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you. Hallelujah! 
 

The Triple Hallelujah 
 

The Gospel Reading – Matthew 11:2-15 
2
When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he 

sent word by his disciples 
3
and said to him, “Are you the one who 
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is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
4
And Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5
the blind receive 

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 
preached to them. 

6
And blessed is the one who is not offended by 

me.” 
 

7
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 

8
What then did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear 
soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 

9
What then did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10

This 
is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11
Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 

arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

12
From the 

days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 

13
For all the 

Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 
14

and if you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 

15
He who has ears 

to hear, let him hear.” 
 

Confession of Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 

 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the 
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right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints The forgiveness of sins; The 
resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day #60 
Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

 

        1. Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding! 
        "Christ is nigh!" we hear it say; 
        "Cast away the works of darkness, 
        O ye children of the day!" 
 
        2. Startled at the solemn warning, 
        Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
        Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
        Shines upon the morning skies. 
 
        3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
        Comes with pardon down from heaven. 
        Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
        One and all, to be forgiven, 
 
        4. That, when next He comes with glory 
        And the world is wrapped in fear, 
        He may shield us with His mercy 
        And with words of love draw near. 
 
        5. Honor, glory, might, dominion, 
        To the Father and the Son, 
        With the everlasting Spirit, 
        While eternal ages run! 
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Sermon Text – James 5:7-11 
 

Sermon 
The Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ Brings True Rejoicing, 

Even Under the Cross. 
 

Offertory 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain] 
 

Offering of Thankful Hearts 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P: Father of all mercies, the visitation of Your Son has enlightened 
the darkness of our hearts and every corner of creation. Hear us 
as we pray in His name and according to His will.  
 

P: O God, You have sent messengers to prepare the way of Your 
Son’s coming. Grant us ears to hear and hearts to believe the 
words delivered by pastors and all who bear Your Word. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Gracious Lord, You have instituted the home to be a refuge for 
husbands and wives and a place of growth and safety for 
children. Look with favor upon the homes of our land, and grant 
that the faith might be delivered from one generation to the next. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Righteous Lord, You rule over all things in heaven and on 
earth. Until that day when Your Son comes in glory to usher in His 
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kingdom, give wisdom and insight to all leaders, that we may live 
peaceable lives. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: O Lord, the prophet Isaiah looked for the day when blind eyes 
would see, deaf ears would hear, lame legs would leap and mute 
tongues would sing. Until the final day of restoration, draw near to 
all who have requested our prayers, [especially _____________,] 
and give them healing according to Your gracious will. Bind up 
those who grieve, that they may look for the resurrection of all 
flesh. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In 
every circumstance of life, teach us the joy that comes from 
knowing Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting 
His gracious visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Sermon Hymn #705 WS 
Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 

 

1. Come, O long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Your people free; 
From our sins and fears release us 
By Your death on Calvary. 
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2. Born Your people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Your gracious kingdom bring. 

3. By Your own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Your all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Your glorious throne. 

 

Prayer 

 P: …who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 

one God, world without end. 

C ♪: Amen. 
 

The Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C ♪: Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn #66 
Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 

 

        1. Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
        The Savior promised long; 
        Let every heart prepare a throne 
        And every voice a song. 
 
        2. He comes the prisoners to release, 
        In Satan's bondage held. 
        The gates of brass before Him burst, 
        The iron fetters yield. 
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        3. He comes from thickest films of vice 
        To clear the mental ray 
        And on the eyeballs of the blind 
        To pour celestial day. 
 
        4. He comes the broken heart to bind, 
        The bleeding soul to cure, 
        And with the treasures of His grace 
        To enrich the humble poor. 
 
        5. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
        Thy welcome shall proclaim 
        And heaven's eternal arches ring 
        With Thy beloved name. 
 

Silent Prayer 

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®(ESV), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
 
Portions of the Liturgy from the Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service 
Book 
 
 


