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Opening Hymn #110 (v. 1-3, 6)
Across the Sky the Shades of Night

1. Across the sky the shades of night
This New Year's Eve are fleeting.
We deck Thine altar, Lord, with light,
In solemn worship meeting;

And as the year's last hours go by,
We raise to Thee our earnest cry,
Once more Thy love entreating.

2. Before the cross subdued we bow,
To Thee our prayers addressing,
Recounting all Thy mercies now,
And all our sins confessing;
Beseeching Thee this coming year
To keep us in Thy faith and fear

And crown us with Thy blessing.

3. And while we pray, we lift our eyes
To dear ones gone before us,

Safe home with Thee in Paradise,
Whose peace descendeth o'er us;
And beg of Thee, when life is past,
To reunite us all at last

With those who've gone before us.



6. Then, O great God, in years to come,
Whatever may betide us,

Right onward through our journey home
Be Thou at hand to guide us;

Nor leave us till at close of life

Safe from all perils, toil, and strife,
Heaven shall enfold and hide us.

Invocation

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Confession and Absolution

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis — sing

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.



1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise;
Of heav'nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’'nly King

2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.

O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict'ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within

3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God'’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’'nly host we glorify.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...
... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

The First Lesson — Isaiah 30:8-17
®And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a
book, that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever. °For
they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to
hear the instruction of the LORD; '®who say to the seers, “Do not
see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right;
speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, *'leave the way, turn
aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of
Israel.” **Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you
despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and
rely on them, **therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in
a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, whose breaking
comes suddenly, in an instant; **and its breaking is like that of a
potter’'s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that among its



fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire from the
hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.” For thus said the
Lord Gob, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be
saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you
were unwilling, *°and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”;
therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”;
therefore your pursuers shall be swift. *’A thousand shall flee at the
threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a
flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.

Psalm of the Day — Psalm 90:1-12
WS p. 39

Antiphon — Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

1 Lord, you have been our | dwelling place*
in all gener- | ations.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed
the earth | and the world,*
from everlasting to everlasting | you are God.
3 You return | man to dust*
and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!”
4 For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when | it
IS past,*
or as awatch | in the night.
5 You sweep them away as | with a flood;*
they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the |
morning:
6 in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed;*
in the evening it fades and | withers.
7 For we are brought to an end by your | anger;*
by your wrath we | are dismayed.
8 You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,*
our secret sins in the light of your | presence.
9 For all our days pass away un- | der your wrath;*
we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.



10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength |
eighty;*

yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone,
and we | fly away.
11 Who considers the power of your | anger,*

and your wrath according to the | fear of you?
12 So teach us to number | our days*

that we may get a heart of | wisdom.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

Is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon — Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

The Second Lesson — Romans 8:31b-39

If God is for us, who can be against us? **He who did not spare his
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? **Who shall bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? Christ
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. **Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? *°As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the
day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” *’No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. *°*For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, *nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Gospel — Luke 12:35-40

*[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps
burning, **and be like men who are waiting for their master to come



home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to
him at once when he comes and knocks. °'Blessed are those
servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, |
say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline
at table, and he will come and serve them. *If he comes in the
second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are
those servants! *’But know this, that if the master of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his
house to be broken into. “°You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Alleluia — sing

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Confession of Faith — Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
from there He will come to judge
the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #123
Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

1. Our God, our Help in ages past,
Our Hope for years to come,

Our Shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal Home!

2. Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure,
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,

And our defense is sure.

3. Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

4. A thousand ages in Thy sight

Are like an evening gone,

Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5. Thy word commands our flesh to dust:
"Return ye sons of men!"

All nations rose from earth at first

And turn to earth again.



6. Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;

They fly forgotten as a dream

Dies at the opening day.

7. Like flowery fields the nations stand,
Pleased with the morning light;

The flowers beneath the mower's hand
Lie withering ere 'tis night.

8. Our God, our Help in ages past,
Our Hope for years to come,

Be Thou our Guard while troubles last
And our eternal Home!

Sermon Text — Romans 8:31h-39

Sermon
The Lord Comes by Way of the Cross to Serve Us at His Table
In Peace

Offertory — sing

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: I will exalt you, my God the King; | will praise your name for ever
and ever.
C: Every day | will praise you and extol your name.

P: With the close of the old year, and the beginning of the new
year, it is fitting, O Lord, to express our gratitude for the countless
gifts of grace which we have received from you.



C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward
all you have made.

P: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds
and tell us that we are much more valuable than they.

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things.

P: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money,
even life itself—all these come to us from your generous hand.

C. We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you
continue to grant them to us.

P: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which
strengthen our faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for
service.

P: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that
we may continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

P. Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. As you led your
people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live our lives
to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace.

C:. We ask these things in the name of our Lord Jesus--in his
name we close the previous year; and in his name we open the
new year-- and in his name we pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,



Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sermon Hymn #782
Evening and Morning

1. Evening and morning, Sunset and dawning,
Wealth, peace, and gladness, Comfort in sadness;
These are Your works and bring glory to You.
Times without number, We wake or we slumber,
Your eye observes, From danger preserves us,
Shining upon us a love that is true.

2. Father, oh, hear me, Pardon and spare me;
Calm all my terrors, Blot out my errors
That by Your eyes they may no more be scanned.
Order my goings; Direct all my doings.
As best it may be, Retain or release me;
All I commit to Your fatherly hand.

3. llls that still grieve me Soon are to leave me;
Though billows tower And wind gains power
After the storm the fair sun shows its face.

My joys increasing, My peace never ceasing,
These | shall treasure And share in full measure
When in His mansions God grants me a place.



Prayer

P: Let us pray...

... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

The Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen

Closing Hymn #97
Let Us All with Gladsome Voice

1. Let us all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son hath given.

2. To this vale of tears He comes,
Here to serve in sadness,

That with Him in heaven's fair homes
We may reign in gladness.

3. We are rich, for He was poor;
Is not this a wonder?

Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.

4. 0 Lord Christ, our Savior deatr,
Be Thou ever near us.

Grant us now a glad new year.
Amen, Jesus, hear us!



Silent Prayer
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