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Opening Hymn #334
Let Me Be Thine Forever

1. Let me be Thine forever,

Thou faithful God and Lord;

Let me forsake Thee never

Nor wander from Thy Word.

Lord, do not let me waver,

But give me steadfastness,

And for such grace forever

Thy holy name I'll bless.

2. Lord Jesus, my Salvation,

My Light, my Life divine,

My only Consolation,

Oh, make me wholly Thine!

For Thou hast dearly bought me
With blood and bitter pain.

Let me, since Thou hast sought me,
Eternal life obtain.

3. And Thou, O Holy Spirit,

My Comforter and Guide,
Grant that in Jesus' merit

| always may confide,

Him to the end confessing
Whom | have known by faith.
Give me Thy constant blessing
And grant a Christian death.
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Invocation

P We worship today in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C JAmen.

Confession & Absolution

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C JWho made heaven and earth.

P | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord
C JAnd Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins.

P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners
confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean and
that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

P & C O most merciful God, who has given Thine only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will
and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us
and hath given His only Son to die for us and for His sake
forgiveth us all our sins. To them that believe on His nhame He
giveth power to become the sons of God and hath promised them
His Holy Spirit. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C JAmen.



Gloria Patri

C JGlory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie
C JLord, have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis — (Hymn #238 v.1)
All glory be to God alone,
Forevermore the Highest One,
Who doth our sinful race befriend,
And grace and peace to us extend.
Among mankind may His good will
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill.

The Collect for the Day

P Let us pray.......... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C JAmen

The First Lesson — Genesis 3:8-15
®They heard the sound of the LOrRD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the LorRD God among the trees of the
garden. °But the LORD God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” 9And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid
myself.” ""He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” **The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” **Then the LoRD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and | ate.” **The LorRD God said to the
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall
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go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. *°I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise
his heel.”
Psalm of the Day — Psalm 130
WS p. 39
Antiphon — Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

1 Out | of the depths*
| cry to you, | O LORD!
2 O Lord, | hear my voice!*
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas
for | mercy!
3 If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,*
O Lord, | who could stand?
4 But with you there is for- | giveness,*
that you | may be feared.
5 | wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,*
and in his | word | hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the |
morning,*
more than watchmen for the | morning.
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is |
steadfast love,*
and with him is plentiful re- | demption.
8 And he will redeem | Israel*
from all his in- | iquities.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon — Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.



The Second Lesson — 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has
been written, “I believed, and so | spoke,” we also believe, and so
we also speak, “*knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his
presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to
more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory
of God. '*So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. *'For
this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal
weight of glory beyond all comparison, *°as we look not to the
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen
are eternal.

'For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.

Verse of the Day — Psalm 127:1a
Alleluia. Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Alleluia.

The Gospel — Mark 3:20-35
“Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that
they could not even eat. “*And when his family heard it, they went
out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”
*?And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying,
“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he
casts out the demons.” **And he called them to him and said to
them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? *If a kingdom
is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. *And if a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. °And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided,
he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. ’But no one can enter
a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds
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the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. **Truly, |

say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and
whatever blasphemies they utter, “’but whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”— *%for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
*'And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside
they sent to him and called him. **And a crowd was sitting around
him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are
outside, seeking you.” **And he answered them, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” **And looking about at those who sat
around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! **Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and
sister and mother.”
Confession of Faith
Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary;
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again
from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints The forgiveness of sins; The
resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #444
Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You
1. Rise! To arms! With prayer employ you,
O Christians, lest the Foe destroy you,
For Satan has designed your fall.
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Wield God's Word, a weapon glorious!
Against each foe you'll be victorious;
Our God will set you o'er them all.

|s Satan strong and fell?

Here is Immanuel.

Sing hosanna!

The strong ones yield,

With Christ our Shield,

And we as conqueror's hold the field.

2. Cast afar this world's vain pleasures,
Aye, boldly fight for heavenly treasures,
And steadfast be in Jesus' might.

He will help, whate'er betide you,

And naught will harm with Christ beside you;
By faith you'll conquer in the fight.

Then shame, thou weary soul!

Look forward to the goal:

There joy waits thee.

The race, then, run;

The combat done,

Thy crown of glory will be won.

3. Wisely fight, for time is fleeting,
The hours of grace are fast retreating;
Short, short, is this our earthly way.
Then the trump the dead is waking
And sinners all with fear are quaking,
With joy the saints will greet that Day.
Bless God, our triumph's sure,

Tho' long we did endure

Scorn and trial.

Thou, Son of God,

To Thine abode

Wilt lead the way Thyself hast trod.
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4. Jesus, all Thy children cherish

And keep them that they never perish
Whom Thou hast purchased with Thy blood.
Let new life to us be given

That we may look to Thee in heaven
Whenever fearful is our mood.

Thy spirit on us pour

That we may love Thee more--
Hearts o'erflowing;

And then will we

Be true to Thee

In death and life eternally. Amen.

Sermon Text — Mark 3:20-35

Sermon
Jesus Has Defeated the Devil and Released Us from the
Bondage of Sin and Death

Offertory
Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.

P: Merciful God, You have sent the promised Offspring to crush
Satan’s head forever by the death of Christ, our Savior. As You
gave comfort to Adam and Eve, receiving their meager
confessions for the sake of Your grace and promising deliverance
from sin and its curse, so comfort us by the forgiveness of sins
and give us hope in the promise of eternal life and Your new
creation.

1. In the shattered bliss of Eden

Dawned the day of sacrifice,

As our primal parents shuddered -
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Sin had caused this dreadful price!
Faith embarked with this discernment:
Only God can cover sin,

As He took their leafy garments

And He clothed their shame with skin.

P:. Heavenly Father, Christ has made us His brothers by His
incarnation and suffering for our sake, fellow heirs of Your
undivided kingdom. Give boldness to those who preach, strength
to those who work, generosity to those who give, and patience to
those who suffer in Your Church, that we may always do the will
of God and so be true and faithful members of the household of
God.

2. Days and months and years unfolding

Clearly showed what sin had wrought:

Fallen Adam’s children learning

Lessons fallen parents taught.

All these sacrificial off’rings

Crested as a crimson flood:

Patriarchs and priests atoning

For their sins with cleansing blood.

P: Eternal Lord God, hear our prayers for Your servants who
suffer in this earthly tent [especially ]. Do not let
them lose heart, but fix their eyes beyond what is transient to the
things unseen. By this slight momentary affliction, prepare them
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, when at last
You will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with Him into Your
presence.

3. What these sacrifices promised

From a God who sought to bless,

Came at last - a second Adam -

Priest and King of Righteousness:

Son of God, incarnate Savior,

Son of Man, both Christ and Lord,
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Who in naked shame would offer
On the cross His blood outpoured.

P: Give courage to Your Church, O Lord, that as we believe, so we
also would speak of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the
confident hope we have in Him, that we, too, will be raised and
brought into His presence. Embolden us by Your Spirit to confess
this Christian faith from a lively conscience, that for Christ’s sake,
grace may extend to more and more people and increase
thanksgiving to Your glory.

5. Taste and see the bliss of heaven
Known by saints around the throne,
Where the Lamb, in closest union,
Lives to love and feed His own.
From His riven side forever

Flows the purest stream of love,
Love that robes us with the raiment
Worn by all who feast above.

P: Almighty God, no kingdom divided against itself can stand, and
a house divided must fall. Graciously preserve our nation with its
government. Frustrate the work of Satan and the seeds of
destruction he would sow in every place were he not stayed by
Your gracious hand. Unite our leaders and our people for the
common good, while leading us to hope in that eternal kingdom
which is not of this world.

6. Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden,

Gone the age of sacrifice:

Ours the time of grace and favor,

Ours the call to paradise!

Ever, Lord, impress upon us:

Only You can cover sin --

Take our worthless, self-made garments;

Clothe our shame and cleanse within.
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P: What was lost in Paradise has been regained by the
conquering wounds of Your Son, crucified and raised again. In
Him, we are restored as Your children and made bold to ask for
every need. Hear us for His sake and in His name, even Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you,
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C JAmen, Amen, Amen.

Closing Hymn #413
| Walk in Danger All the Way
1. I walk in danger all the way.
The thought shall never leave me
That Satan, who has marked his prey,
Is plotting to deceive me.
This foe with hidden snares

May seize me unawares
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If e'er | fail to watch and pray.
| walk in danger all the way.

2. | pass through trials all the way,
With sin and ills contending;

In patience | must bear each day
The cross of God's own sending.

Oft in adversity

| know not where to flee;

When storms of woe my soul dismay,
| pass through trials all the way.

3. Death doth pursue me all the way,
Nowhere | rest securely;

He comes by night, he comes by day,
And takes his prey most surely.

A failing breath, and |

In death's strong grasp may lie

To face eternity for aye.

Death dost pursue me all the way.

4. | walk with angels all the way,

They shield me and befriend me;

All Satan's power is held at bay
When heavenly hosts attend me;
They are my sure defense,

All fear and sorrow, hence!

Unharmed by foes, do what they may,
| walk with angels all the way.

5. I walk with Jesus all the way,
His guidance never fails me;
Within His wounds | find a stay
When Satan's power assails me;
And by His footsteps led,

My path | safely tread.
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In spite of ills that threaten may,
| walk with Jesus all the way.

6. My walk is heavenward all the way;
Await my soul, the morrow,

When thou shalt find release for aye
From all thy sin and sorrow.

All worldly pomp, begone!

To heaven | now press on.

For all the world | would not stay;

My walk is heavenward all the way.

Silent Prayer
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