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Opening Hymn #1 
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

        1. Open now Thy gates of beauty, 
        Zion, let me enter there, 
        Where my soul in joyful duty 
        Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
        Oh, how blessed is this place, 
        Filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

        2. Lord, my God, I come before Thee, 
        Come Thou also unto me; 
        Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 
        There a heaven on earth must be. 
        To my heart, oh, enter Thou, 
        Let it be Thy temple now! 
 

        3. Here Thy praise is gladly chanted, 
        Here Thy seed is duly sown; 
        Let my soul, where it is planted, 
        Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
        So that all I hear may be 
        Fruitful unto life in me. 
 

        4. Thou my faith increase and quicken, 
        Let me keep Thy gift divine, 
        Howsoe'er temptations thicken; 
        May Thy Word still o'er me shine 
        As my guiding star through life, 
        As my comfort in my strife. 
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        5. Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee, 
        Let Thy will be done indeed; 
        May I undisturbed draw near Thee 
        While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
        Here of life the fountain flows, 
        Here is balm for all our woes. 
 

 Invocation 

P We worship today in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
C ♪Amen. 
 

Confession & Absolution 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C ♪Who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord 
C ♪And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins. 
 

P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and deed. 
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

P & C O most merciful God, who has given Thine only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His 
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will 
and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
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P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us 
and hath given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgiveth us all our sins. To them that believe on His name He 
giveth power to become the sons of God and hath promised them 
His Holy Spirit. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. 
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 
C ♪Amen. 
 

Gloria Patri 

C ♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 

The Kyrie 

C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis – (Hymn #238 v.1) 
All glory be to God alone,  

Forevermore the Highest One, 
Who doth our sinful race befriend,  
And grace and peace to us extend. 
Among mankind may His good will 

All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 
 

The Collect for the Day 

P Let us pray………. who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C ♪Amen 
 

The First Lesson – Isaiah 29:11-19 
11

The vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book 
that is sealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying, 
“Read this,” he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 

12
And when they 

give the book to one who cannot read, saying, “Read this,” he 
says, “I cannot read.” 

13
And the Lord said: “Because this people 
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draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while 
their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a 
commandment taught by men, 

14
therefore, behold, I will again do 

wonderful things with this people, with wonder upon wonder; and 
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of 
their discerning men shall be hidden.” 

15
Ah, you who hide deep 

from the Lord your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and 
who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” 

16
You turn things 

upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the 
thing made should say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the 
thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no 
understanding”? 

17
Is it not yet a very little while until Lebanon 

shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be 
regarded as a forest? 

18
In that day the deaf shall hear the words 

of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the 
blind shall see. 

19
The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and 

the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Psalm of the Day – Psalm 14 
WS p. 31 

Antiphon – Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us 
the fire of Your love. 

1 The fool says in his heart, “There | is no God.”* 
     They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds,                                                  
there is none | who does good. 
2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the chil- | dren of man,* 
     to see if there are any who understand, who seek | after 
God. 
3 They have all turned aside; together they have be- | come 
corrupt;* 
     there is none who does good, not | even one. 
4 Have they no knowledge, all the evil- | doers* 
     who eat up my people as they eat bread and do not call 
up- | on the LORD? 



5 

5 There they are in great | terror,* 
     for God is with the generation of the | righteous. 
6 You would shame the plans | of the poor,* 
     but the LORD is his | refuge. 
7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of | Zion!* 
     When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, let 
Jacob rejoice, let Israel | be glad. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 
Antiphon – Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us 
the fire of Your love. 

The Second Lesson – Ephesians 5:22-33 
22

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
23

For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 

24
Now as the church 

submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to 
their husbands. 

25
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 

church and gave himself up for her, 
26

that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

27
so 

that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. 

28
In the same way husbands should love their 

wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. 

29
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 

cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 
30

because we are 
members of his body. 

31
“Therefore a man shall leave his father 

and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 

32
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it 

refers to Christ and the church. 
33

However, let each one of you 
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love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband. 
 
 

Verse of the Day – Jeremiah 15:16a 
Alleluia. Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words 
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart. Alleluia. 

 

The Gospel – Mark 7:1-13 
1
When the Pharisees gathered to [Jesus], with some of the 

scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 
2
they saw that some of 

his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, 
unwashed. 

3
(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless 

they wash their hands, holding to the tradition of the elders, 
4
and 

when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless 
they wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, 
such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and 
dining couches.) 

5
And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 

“Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the 
elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 

6
And he said to them, “Well 

did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 

7
in 

vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.’ 

8
You leave the commandment of God 

and hold to the tradition of men.” 
9
And he said to them, “You have 

a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 

10
For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and 

your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely 
die.’ 

11
But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, 

Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, 
given to God)— 

12
then you no longer permit him to do anything 

for his father or mother, 
13

thus making void the word of God by 
your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things 
you do.” 
 

Confession of Faith 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth.  
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints The forgiveness of sins; The 
resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day #288 
Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain 

        1. Lord, help us ever to retain 
        The Catechism's doctrine plain 
        As Luther taught the Word of Truth 
        In simple style to tender youth. 
 

        2. Help us Thy holy Law to learn, 
        To mourn our sin, and from it turn 
        In faith to Thee and to Thy Son 
        And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 
 

        3. Hear us, dear Father, when we pray 
        For needed help from day to day 
        That as Thy children we may live, 
        Whom Thou in Baptism didst receive. 
 

        4. Lord, when we fall and sin doth stain, 
        Absolve and lift us up again; 
        And through the Sacrament increase 
        Our faith till we depart in peace. 
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Sermon Text – Mark 7:1-13 
 

Sermon 
The True Tradition of the Church Is the Ministry of the 

Gospel of Christ Jesus, Her Savior 
 

Offertory 
 

Offering of Thankful Hearts 
 

Prayer of the Church 
(Congregation may remain seated) 

 P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for 
all people according to their needs. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are known, grant us a true 
faith, that we would honor You not only with our lips, but serve 
You faithfully with all our heart, mind and strength.  
2 Glory be to Him who loved us, 
Washed us from each spot and stain: 

 

P: Almighty God, preserve us from rejecting Your commandments 
for the doctrines of men. By Your Spirit’s aid, lead all Christians to 
keep Your commandments in thought, word and deed, honoring 
You in all that we do.  
Glory be to Him who bought us, 
Made us kings with Him to reign! 

 

P: Almighty God, in His earthly ministry Your Son healed the sick 
and comforted the hurting. Grant healing and peace to those 
taking treatments, to the ill or injured, to the lonely and the 
imprisoned, and to all in need of our prayers, [including 
_____________,] that in meekness each hurting heart would 
obtain fresh joy in Your Son and exult in You.  
Glory, glory 
To the Lamb that once was slain! 
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P: Almighty God, preserve Your estate of marriage. Grant that 
wives would submit to their husbands as to the Lord, and that 
husbands would love their wives as Christ loved the Church and 
gave Himself up for her.  
3 Glory to the King of angels, 
Glory to the Church’s King, 

 

P: Almighty God, hear our prayers for our nation and its leaders, 
for all civil servants, and for those whose work imperils them for 
the sake of their neighbor.  
Glory to the King of nations; 
Heav'n and earth, your praises bring! 

 

P: Almighty God, You call men into the Office of the Ministry to be 
shepherds to Your sheep. Grant Your wisdom to those who guide 
Your Church: Pastor Wilke, our Synod president; Pastor Nathan 
Pfeiffer, our visitor; Pastor Schnose, our pastor; and all servants 
of the Church. Keep them steadfast in the faith, so that they do 
not set forth as divine truth those things that are only human 
tradition, but rather teach Your Word with honesty and clarity.  
Glory, glory 
To the King of glory sing! 
 
P: Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who taught 
us to pray: 

 

(Congregation please stand) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 



10 

and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you, 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C ♪Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn #23 
Hallelujah! Let Praises Ring 

        1. Hallelujah! Let praises ring! 
        To God the Father let us bring 
        Our songs of adoration. 
        To Him through everlasting days 
        Be worship, honor, power, and praise, 
        Whose hand sustains creation. 
        Singing, ringing: 
        Holy, holy, God is holy,-- 
        Spread the story 
        Of our God, the Lord of Glory. 
 

        2. Hallelujah! Let praises ring! 
        Unto the Lamb of God we sing, 
        In whom we are elected. 
        He bought His church with His own blood, 
        He cleansed her in that blessed flood, 
        And as His Bride selected. 
        Holy, holy 
        Is our union And communion. 
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        His befriending 
        Gives us joy and peace unending. 
        3. Hallelujah! Let praises ring! 
        Unto the Holy Ghost we sing 
        For our regeneration. 
        The saving faith in us He wrought 
        And us unto the Bridegroom brought, 
        Made us His chosen nation. 
        Glory! Glory! 
        Joy eternal, Bliss supernal; 
        There is manna 
        And an endless, glad hosanna. 
 

        4. Hallelujah! Let praises ring! 
        Unto our Triune God we sing; 
        Blest be His name forever! 
        With angel hosts let us adore 
        And sing His praises more and more 
        For all His grace and favor! 
        Singing, ringing: 
        Holy, holy, God is holy,-- 
        Spread the story 
        Of our God, the Lord of Glory!  
 

Silent Prayer 
 

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®(ESV), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Portions of the Liturgy from the Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book. 
 
Prayer of the Church - Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89 Publication 2006. Used by permission. 
Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #100014283. LSB 506 “Glory Be to God the Father” (vv 2, 
3) 
 


