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Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful – TLH #102 
1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 

2. Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes, 
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above. 
Glory to God, All glory in the highest. 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
 



4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n, 
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. Descant and harmony for st. 3,4 by David Willcocks. Reprinted by 
permission of Oxford University Press. Lutheran Service Book Hymn 379 License #100014283. 
 

Stand 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  A-men. 
P:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful.  I have disobeyed you and justly deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.   But I am truly sorry for 
the evil I have thought, spoken, and done, and for the sake of 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy. 
C:  Lord have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, 
have mercy on us. 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the Atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore as a called servant of the Word and by the command of 
the Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  A-men. 
 

Be seated 
 

1.TO ADAM AND EVE (Gen. 3:13-15) 
13 

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.” 

14 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done 



this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the 
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days 
of your life. 

15 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring
 
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 

Hark the Glad Sound The Savior Comes – TLH #66 
1. Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev'ry voice a song. 
 

3. He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of his grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

2. TO ABRAHAM (Gen. 22:15-18) 
15 

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven 

16 
and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, 

because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 

17 
I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 

offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his

 

enemies, 
18 

and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 

Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord – TLH #91 
1. Let the earth now praise the Lord, 
Who has truly kept his word 
And at last to us did send 
Christ, the sinner's help and friend. 
 
2. What the fathers most desired, 
What the prophets' heart inspired, 



What they longed for many a year 
Stands fulfilled in glory here. 
 
3 Abram's promised great reward, 
Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord --  
Him of twofold race behold -- 
Truly came, as long foretold. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

3. TO ISAIAH, THE PROPHET (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 

shall be upon
 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. 

7 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there 

will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 
 

Behold, a Branch is Growing – TLH #645 
1. Behold, a Branch is growing  
Of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sang, foreknowing;  
It springs from Jesse's race 
And bears one little flow'r  
In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 
 

2. Isaiah had foretold it  
In words of promise sure, 
And Mary's arms enfold it,  
A virgin meek and pure. 
Through God's eternal will  
This child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

 



4. TO JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST 
(Luke 3:2-6) 
2 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3 
And he 

went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

4 
As it is written in the book 

of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
5 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 

made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough 
places shall become level ways, 

6 
and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.’” 
 

Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People – TLH #61 
1. "Comfort, comfort all my people;  
Speak ye peace," thus saith our God; 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness,  
Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover 
And her warfare now is over." 
 

3. Hark, the herald's voice is crying 
In the desert far and near, 
Calling sinners to repentance, 
Since the Kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
And the hills bow down to greet Him. 
 

4. Make ye straight what long was crooked; 
Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
As befits His holy reign. 



For the glory of the Lord 
Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token 
That His Word is never broken. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

5. TO MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS (Luke 1:26-38) 
26 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, 

27 
to a virgin betrothed

 
to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary. 

28 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 

one, the Lord is with you!”
 29 

But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. 

30 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 
31 

And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 

32 
He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 

33 
and he will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 

34 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I 

am a virgin?”  
35 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born

 
will be called holy—the Son of 

God. 
36 

And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. 

37 
For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

38 
And 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant
 
of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem – TLH #647 
1. O little town of Bethlehem,  
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep  
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
The everlasting light. 



The hopes and fears Of all the years  
Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary,  
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, The angels keep  
Their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together  
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing To God the King  
And peace to all the earth! 
 

3. How silently, how silently  
The wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts To human hearts  
The blessings of his heav'n. 
No ear may hear his coming,  
But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will Receive him still,  
The dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,  
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin And enter in;  
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels  
The great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, Abide with us,  
Our Lord Immanuel! 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

6.  THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
Prof. Mike Sydow (2008) translation of Luke 2:1-20 
 

At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census 
should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first 
census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All returned to 

https://ilc.edu/2024-12-11-ilc-chapel-the-christmas-story/


their own towns to register for this census. And because Joseph 
was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in 
Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of 
Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, his fiancé, who was 
obviously pregnant by this time. And while they were there, the time 
came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her first child, a 
son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the village inn. 
 

Christians, Awake, Salute the Happy Morn – TLH #84  
1. Christians, awake, salute the happy morn 
Whereon the Savior of the world was born. 
Rise to adore the mystery of love 
Which hosts of angels chanted from above; 
With them the joyful tidings first begun 
Of God Incarnate and the Virgin’s Son. 
 

That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, 
guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 
appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory 
surrounded them. They were terribly frightened, but the angel 
reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news 
of great joy for everyone! The Savior — yes, the Messiah, the Lord 
— has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city of David! And this is 
how you will recognize him: You will find a baby lying in a manger, 
wrapped snugly in strips of cloth!”  
2. Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 
Who heard the angelic herald’s voice, “Behold, 
I bring good tidings of a Savior’s birth 
To you and all the nations upon earth; 
This day hath God fulfilled His promised word; 
This day is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.” 

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others – the 

armies of heaven – praising God: “In the highest glory to God; on 

earth peace; among men good will.”  



3. He spake; and straightway the celestial choir 
In hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire; 
The praises of redeeming love they sang, 
And heaven’s whole orb with alleluias rang. 
God’s highest glory was their anthem still, 
Peace upon earth, and unto men good will. 
 

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 
each other, ‘Come on, let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this 
wonderful thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about. They ran to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And 
there was the baby, lying in the manger. Then the shepherds told 
everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them 
about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were 
astonished,  
4. To Bethl’m straight th’ enlightened shepherds ran 
To see the wonder God had wrought for man 
And found, with Joseph and the blessed maid, 
Her Son, the Savior, in a manger laid; 
Then to their flocks, still praising God, return. 
And their glad hearts with holy rapture burn. 
 

but Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and thought 
about them often. The shepherds went back to their fields and 
flocks, glorifying and praising God for what the angels had told 
them, and because they had seen the child, just as the angel had 
said.  
5. Oh, may we keep and ponder in our mind 
God’s wondrous love in saving lost mankind! 
Trace we the Babe, who hath retrieved our loss, 
From His poor manger to His bitter cross, 
Tread in His steps, assisted by His grace, 
Till man’s first heavenly state again takes place. 
 

Revelation 19:4-7 - Then the twenty-four elders and the four living 
beings fell down and worshiped God, who was sitting on the throne. 



They cried out, “Amen! Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a 
voice that said, “Praise our God, all his servants, from the least to 
the greatest, all who fear him.” Then I heard again what sounded 
like the shout of a huge crowd, or the roar of mighty ocean waves, 
or the crash of loud thunder: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the 
Almighty, reigns. Let us be glad and rejoice and honor him. For the 
time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has 
prepared herself. 
 

Revelation 21:1-4 - Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea 
was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven like a beautiful bride prepared for her 
husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, the 
home of God is now among his people! He will live with them, and 
they will be his people. God himself will be with them. He will 
remove all of their sorrows, and there will be no more death or 
sorrow or crying or pain. For the old world and its evils are gone 
forever.” 
6. Then may we hope, th’ angelic hosts among, 
To sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song. 
He that was born upon this joyful day 
Around us all His glory shall display. 
Saved by His love, incessant we shall sing 
Eternal praise to heaven’s almighty King. 
 

Stand 
 

2
nd

 ½ of the Athanasian Creed:  
P: Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about 
the Trinity.  
C: But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one 
faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
P: Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God 
and man.  



C: He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before 
all ages;  
P: And He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this 
age:  
C: Perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul 
and human flesh;  
P: Equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the 
Father with respect to His humanity.  
C: Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:  
P: One, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but 
by the assumption of the humanity into God;  
C: one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity 
of person.  
P: For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is 
one Christ,  
C: Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose 
again the third day from the dead,  
P: Ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
C: At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies 
and give an account concerning their own deeds.  
P: And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and 
those who have done evil into eternal fire.  
C: This is the universal faith; whoever does not believe it 
faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

Gathering of Offerings 
 

Lighting of the candles 
 

7. TO THE WISE MEN (Matthew 2:1-12) 
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men

 
from the east came to 

Jerusalem, 
2 
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 



Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
 
and have come to worship 

him.” 
3 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 
4 
and assembling all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. 

5 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written 

by the prophet: 
6 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 
Then Herod 

summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 

8 
And he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 

9 
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 

behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them 
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 

10 
When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 

And 
going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 

12 
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they departed to their own country by another way. 
 

As with Gladness Men of Old – TLH #127 
1. As with gladness men of old  
Did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light,  
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we  
Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, 
Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 



Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

8. TO SIMEON, AN AGED BELIEVER (Luke 2:25-35) 
25 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

26 
And it had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

27 
And he came in the Spirit 

into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him according to the custom of the Law, 

28 
he took him up in 

his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 

“Lord, now you are letting 
your servant

 
depart in peace, according to your word; 

30 
for my eyes 

have seen your salvation 
31

that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 

32 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 

to your people Israel.” 
33 

And his father and his mother marveled at 
what was said about him. 

34 
And Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 

35 
(and a 

sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” 
 

Joy to the World the Lord is Come – TLH #87 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 



4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

9.  TO THE WHOLE WORLD (John 3:13-21) 
13 

No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man.

 14 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15 

that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16 
“For God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 

17 
For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 

18 
Whoever believes in him is 

not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 
of God. 

19 
And this is the judgment: the light has come into the 

world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 
because their works were evil. 

20 
For everyone who does wicked 

things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 

21 
But whoever does what is true comes to the 

light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been 
carried out in God.” 
 

Let Us All with Gladsome Voice – TLH #97 
1. Let us all with gladsome voice 
Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
His own Son has given. 
 

2. To this vale of tears he comes, 
Here to serve in sadness, 
That with him in heav'n's fair homes 



We may reign in gladness. 
3. We are rich, for he was poor; 
Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore 
Here on earth and yonder. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer 
C: Amen. (spoken) 
 

Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 
 

C: A-men, A-men, A-men. 
 

Silent Night! Holy Night! – TLH #646 
1. Silent night! Holy night!  
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2. Silent night! Holy night!  
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar;  
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night! Holy night!  
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face  
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 


