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Jesus' humiliation was undeserved and voluntary. He en-
dured it in our place, and he completed the satisfaction for
our sins. In Christ, God died for us.
There will be no offering during the service: if you wish to
leave  an  offering,  please  leave  it  in  the  basket  in  the
narthex as you leave the church in silence.

* * * * *

Hymn 175 - When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
        1. When I survey the wondrous cross
        On which the Prince of glory died,
        My richest gain I count but loss
        And pour contempt on all my pride.
        
        2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
        Save in the death of Christ, my God;
        All the vain things that harm me most,
        I sacrifice them to His blood.
        
        3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
        Sorrow and love flow mingled down.
        Did e'er such love and sorrow meet
        Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
        



        4. Were the whole realm of nature mine
        That were a tribute far too small;
        Love so amazing, so divine,
        Demands my soul, my life, my all.

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (♰) and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all un-
righteousness. (1Jn 1:8-9)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by na-
ture sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done and
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as  ourselves.  We  justly  deserve  Your  present  and
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy  name.  Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 
To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power



to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. (Jn 1:12; Php 1:6)

C: Amen.

Hymn 143 (1-5) - O Dearest Jesus
1. O dearest Jesus, what law hast thou broken
That such sharp sentence should on Thee be 
spoken?
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, --
What dark transgression?

2. They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they 
scourge Thee;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee;
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee;
They crucify Thee.

3. Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal 
anguish?
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish;
Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit,
This I do merit.

4. What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.

5. The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;



The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted, --
God is committed.

P: Even though he was without sin, Jesus willingly carried
the burden of our guilt to the cross. Without complaint, Je-
sus gave up his life as the price necessary to forgive the
sins of all people.

C: For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no
sin. (2Co 5:21)

P: As they crucified our Savior between two criminals, he
said:

C: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do. (Lk 23:34)

P: As one of the criminals confessed his sins and asked
for Jesus’ forgiveness, Jesus said to him:

C: Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in par-
adise. (Lk 23:43)

P: As he hung on the cross, Jesus looked down and saw
his mother Mary and one of the disciples. He said to them:

C: Woman, behold, your son! Behold, your mother! (Jn

19:26-27)

P: As thick darkness covered the land, Jesus cried out in
agony:



C: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Mt

27:46)

P: As he hung on the cross, in fulfillment of prophecy, Je-
sus said:

C: I thirst. (Jn 19:28)

P: As he received the drink the guards offered him, Jesus 
said:

C: It is finished. (Jn 19:30)

P: As the temple curtain was torn in two, Jesus said:

C: Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. (Lk 23:46)

Hymn 167 (1-5) – O Darkest Woe
        1. O darkest woe! 
        Ye tears, forth flow!
        Has earth so sad a wonder? 
        God the Father's only Son
        Now is buried yonder.
        
        2. O sorrow dread!
        God's Son is dead!
        But by His expiation
        Of our guilt upon the cross
        Gained for us salvation.
        
        3. O sinful man!
        It was the ban
        Of death on thee that brought Him
        Down to suffer for thy sins



        And such woe hath wrought Him.
        
        4. Lo, stained with blood,
        The Lamb of God,
        The Bridegroom, lies before thee,
        Pouring out His life that He
        May to life restore thee.
        
        5. O Ground of faith,
        Laid low in death.
        Sweet lips. now silent sleeping!
        Surely all that live must mourn
        Here with bitter weeping.

First Lesson - Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Jesus is the suffering servant.

Behold, my servant shall act wisely; shall be high and lift-
ed up, and shall be exalted. 14 As many were astonished at
you  — his  appearance  was  so  marred,  beyond  human
semblance,  and his form beyond that  of  the children of
mankind —  15  so shall  he sprinkle many nations.  Kings
shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which has
not been told them they see, and that which they have not
heard they understand. 53:1 Who has believed what he
has heard from us?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed?  2 For he grew up before him like a young
plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we
should  desire  him.  3  He was  despised  and  rejected  by
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as



one from whom men hide their  faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; yet  we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our
transgressions;  he  was  crushed  for  our  iniquities;  upon
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with
his wounds we are healed. 6  All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned — every one — to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was
oppressed,  and he was afflicted,  yet  he opened not  his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a
sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not
his mouth.  8  By oppression and judgment he was taken
away; and as for his generation, who considered that he
was cut off  out of the land of  the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people?  9  And they made his grave
with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although
he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his
mouth.  10  Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he
has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for
guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 11  Out of the
anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his
knowledge  shall  the  righteous  one,  my  servant,  make
many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their
iniquities.  12  Therefore I will divide him a portion with the
many,  and he shall  divide the spoil  with the strong,  be-
cause he poured out his soul to death and was numbered



with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and
makes intercession for the transgressors.

Psalm 22 - This psalm, quoted by Jesus on the cross,
clearly reflects what happened in the crucifixion.
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of
my groaning?
6 But I am a worm and not a man,

scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
7 All who see me mock me;

they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
8 “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;

let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
15  my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue
sticks to my jaws;

you lay me in the dust of death.
16 For dogs encompass me;

a  company  of  evildoers  encircles  me;  they  have
pierced my hands and feet—
18 they divide my garments among them,

and for my clothing they cast lots.
19 But you, O LORD, do not be far off!

O you my help, come quickly to my aid!



Hymn 153 - Stricken Smitten and Afflicted

        1. Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
        See Him dying on the tree!
        'Tis the Christ by man rejected;
        Yes, my soul, 'tis He! 'tis He!
        'Tis the long-expected Prophet,
        David's Son, yet David's Lord;
        Proofs I see sufficient of it:
        'Tis the true and faithful Word.

        2. Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,
        Was there ever grief like His?
        Friends through fear His cause disowning,
        Foes insulting His distress;
        Many hands were raised to wound Him,
        None would interpose to save;
        But the deepest stroke that pierced Him
        Was the stroke that Justice gave.

        3. Ye who think of sin but lightly
        Nor suppose the evil great
        Here may view its nature rightly,
        Here its guilt may estimate.
        Mark the Sacrifice appointed,
        See who bears the awful load;
        'Tis the WORD, the LORD'S ANOINTED,
        Son of Man and Son of God.

        4. Here we have a firm foundation;
        Here the refuge of the lost;
        Christ's the Rock of our salvation,
        His the name of which we boast.
        Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,



        Sacrifice to cancel guilt!
        None shall ever be confounded
        Who on Him their hope have built.

The Passion History – Luke 22-23
1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, 

which is called the Passover. 2And the chief priests and 
the scribes were seeking how to put [Jesus] to death, for 
they feared the people.

3Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who 
was of the number of the twelve. 4He went away and con-
ferred with the chief priests and officers how he might be-
tray him to them. 5And they were glad, and agreed to give 
him money. 6So he consented and sought an opportunity 
to betray him to them in the absence of a crowd.

7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which 
the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent 
Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for 
us, that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, “Where will you 
have us prepare it?” 10He said to them, “Behold, when you 
have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and 
tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, 
Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’ 12And he will show you a large upper 
room furnished; prepare it there.” 13And they went and 
found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the 
Passover.

14And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and 
the apostles with him. 15And he said to them, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. 16For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the 



kingdom of God.” 17And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among your-
selves. 18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19And
he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is giv-
en for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And likewise 
the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21But 
behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the 
table. 22For the Son of Man goes as it has been deter-
mined, but woe to that man by whom he is 
betrayed!” 23And they began to question one another, 
which of them it could be who was going to do this.

24A dispute also arose among them, as to which of 
them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25And he said to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them, and those in authority over them are called benefac-
tors. 26But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among 
you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who 
serves. 27For who is the greater, one who reclines at table 
or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table?
But I am among you as the one who serves.

28“You are those who have stayed with me in my tri-
als, 29and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a 
kingdom, 30that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Is-
rael.

31“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have 
you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32but I have prayed 
for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33Peter said to 



him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to 
death.” 34Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not 
crow this day, until you deny three times that you know 
me.”

35And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no 
moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack 
anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36He said to them, “But 
now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise 
a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his 
cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you that this Scripture must 
be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the trans-
gressors.’ For what is written about me has its 
fulfillment.” 38And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two 
swords.” And he said to them, “It is enough.”

39And he came out and went, as was his custom, to 
the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40And 
when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you may not enter into temptation.” 41And he withdrew 
from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and 
prayed, 42saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this 
cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be 
done.” 43And there appeared to him an angel from heaven,
strengthening him. 44And being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground. 45And when he rose from 
prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping 
for sorrow, 46and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? 
Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”

47While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, 
and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading 
them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus said 
to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a 



kiss?” 49And when those who were around him saw what 
would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the 
sword?” 50And one of them struck the servant of the high 
priest and cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, “No more 
of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple 
and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you 
come out as against a robber, with swords and 
clubs? 53When I was with you day after day in the temple, 
you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the
power of darkness.”

54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing 
him into the high priest’s house, and Peter was following at
a distance. 55And when they had kindled a fire in the mid-
dle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down
among them. 56Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in
the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man also 
was with him.” 57But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not
know him.” 58And a little later someone else saw him and 
said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I 
am not.” 59And after an interval of about an hour still anoth-
er insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, 
for he too is a Galilean.” 60But Peter said, “Man, I do not 
know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while 
he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61And the Lord 
turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the 
saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the 
rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62And 
he went out and wept bitterly.

63Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody 
were mocking him as they beat him. 64They also blindfold-
ed him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that 



struck you?” 65And they said many other things against 
him, blaspheming him.

66When day came, the assembly of the elders of the 
people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. 
And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67“If 
you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell 
you, you will not believe, 68and if I ask you, you will not an-
swer. 69But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at 
the right hand of the power of God.” 70So they all said, “Are
you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say 
that I am.” 71Then they said, “What further testimony do we
need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

1Then the whole company of them arose and brought 
him before Pilate. 2And they began to accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding 
us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is 
Christ, a king.” 3And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said 
so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, 
“I find no guilt in this man.” 5But they were urgent, saying, 
“He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, 
from Galilee even to this place.”

6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man 
was a Galilean. 7And when he learned that he belonged to
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Je-
sus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, 
because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to 
see some sign done by him. 9So he questioned him at 
some length, but he made no answer. 10The chief priests 
and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11And 
Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 



mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he 
sent him back to Pilate. 12And Herod and Pilate became 
friends with each other that very day, for before this they 
had been at enmity with each other.

13Pilate then called together the chief priests and the 
rulers and the people, 14and said to them, “You brought me
this man as one who was misleading the people. And after
examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man 
guilty of any of your charges against him. 15Neither did 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving
death has been done by him. 16I will therefore punish and 
release him.”

18But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, 
and release to us Barabbas”— 19a man who had been 
thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and
for murder. 20Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to
release Jesus, 21but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify 
him!” 22A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he
done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will 
therefore punish and release him.” 23But they were urgent, 
demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And
their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate decided that their de-
mand should be granted. 25He released the man who had 
been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for 
whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.

26And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of
Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on 
him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27And there fol-
lowed him a great multitude of the people and of women 
who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to
them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29-



For behold, the days are coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore 
and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin 
to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cov-
er us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to 
be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the 
place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And 
the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at 
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he 
is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is
the King of the Jews.”

39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 
saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condem-
nation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the 
due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I 
say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

44It was now about the sixth hour, and there was dark-
ness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45while the 
sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Fa-



ther, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said 
this he breathed his last. 47Now when the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly 
this man was innocent!” 48And all the crowds that had as-
sembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken
place, returned home beating their breasts. 49And all his 
acquaintances and the women who had followed him from
Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.

Hymn 172 (1-4, 8) - O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

1. O sacred Head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded
With thorns, Thine only crown.
O sacred Head, what glory,
What bliss, till now was Thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call Thee mine.
2. Men mock and taunt and jeer Thee,
Thou noble countenance,
Though mighty worlds shall fear Thee
And flee before Thy glance.
How art thou pale with anguish,
With sore abuse and scorn!
How doth Thy visage languish
That once was bright as morn!

3. Now from Thy cheeks has vanished
Their color, once so fair;
From Thy red lips is banished
The splendor that was there.
Grim Death, with cruel rigor,
Hath robbed Thee of Thy life;



Thus Thou has lost Thy vigor,
Thy strength, in this sad strife.

4. My burden in Thy Passion,
Lord, Thou hast borne for me,
For it was my transgression
Which brought this woe on thee.
I cast me down before Thee,
Wrath were my rightful lot;
Have mercy, I implore Thee;
Redeemer, spurn me not!

8. What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this, Thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever!
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never,
Outlive my love for Thee.

Responsive Prayer for Good Friday

P: Heavenly Father, you are a just God who accepts noth-
ing less than perfection. All too often we fail to realize how
much our sins offend you. We forget that the wages of sin
truly is death. We forget that there actually is a hell. Lead
us to recognize the seriousness of our sinfulness. Lead us
also to admit our inability to make things right with you. 

C: Teach us to look to you as the only one who can
make us just and right. 



P: Today we are reminded not only of your justice, but also
of your love. You did not spare your own Son but gave him
as  a  ransom  for  each  one  of  us.  Comfort  us  with  the
knowledge of this great love. Give us the peace that the
forgiveness of sins brings. 

C: When we feel our guilt, point us to the cross where
our guilt was washed away in Jesus' blood. 

P: Lord Jesus, we thank you for paying the debt that we
could not pay. We thank you for coming to earth so that we
could be with you forever in heaven. 

C: Thank you for being our perfect  Substitute,  Lord
Jesus. 

P: Son of God, you offered up your body as an unblem-
ished sacrifice for sin, and commended your spirit into the
hands of your Father. Teach us to cast the cares of this
brief life on our heavenly Father and commit our bodies
and souls to his love. 

C: Give us the courage to face death, knowing that it
is the gate to our home in heaven. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we offer our personal thanks for the
forgiveness which you have given us,  and for the home
that you have won for us. 

Silent prayer 

P: The cross was once an instrument of death. It is now a
sign of life. 



C: Dear Savior, we humbly kneel at the cross in awe of
your power and of your love. Amen.

Luke 23:50-56
Jesus’ burial.

50Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish 
town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a 
good and righteous man, 51who had not consented to their 
decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of
God. 52This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. 53Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen 
shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one 
had ever yet been laid. 54It was the day of Preparation, and
the Sabbath was beginning. 55The women who had come 
with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how 
his body was laid. 56Then they returned and prepared 
spices and ointments.

On the Sabbath they rested according to the com-
mandment.

* * * * *
Please leave  in  silence beginning  from the back  of  the
church after the final Scripture reading.  This is to signify
the mournful loss of our Savior in his death and the finality
of his burial.  Consider how much God loves you.
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