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Opening Hymn #239
Come, Thou Almighty King
1. Come, Thou almighty King,
Help us Thy name to sing,
Help us to praise!
Father all-glorious,
O'er all victorious,
Come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.

2. Come, Thou Incarnate Word,
Gird on Thy mighty sword,

Our prayer attend;

Come and Thy people bless
And give Thy Word success;
Stablish Thy righteousness,
Savior and Friend!

3. Come, holy Comforter,
Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour.

Thou, who almighty art,
Now rule in every heart
And ne'er from us depart,
Spirit of Power!

4. To the great One in Three



Eternal praises be
Hence evermore!

His sovereign majesty
May we in glory see
And to eternity

Love and adore!

Invocation

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Confession and Absolution

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis

J Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.

1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise;
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing.



We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav'nly King

2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.

O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict'ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within

3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God'’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...
... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

The First Lesson — Jeremiah 23:16-29
®Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the
prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They
speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of
the Lord. ""They say continually to those who despise the word of
the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly
follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.”
"®For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see
and to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and
listened? “Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a
whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. ®The
anger of the Lord will not turn back until he has executed and
accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you will
understand it clearly. ™l did not send the prophets, yet they ran; |
did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. #But if they had stood
in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my



people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and
from the evil of their deeds. #““Am | a God at hand, declares
the Lord, and not a God afar off? #*Can a man hide himself in secret
places so that | cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do | not fill
heaven and earth? declares the Lord. ?°l have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘| have
dreamed, | have dreamed! *How long shall there be lies in the
heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the
deceit of their own heart, “’who think to make my people forget my
name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their
fathers forgot my name for Baal? *®Let the prophet who has a
dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares
the Lord. ?°Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

Psalm of the Day- Psalm 119:81-88
WS p. 42

Antiphon — Keep me, keep me as the apple of Your eye. Hide me,
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

My soul longs for your sal- | vation;*
| hope | in your word.
My eyes long for your | promise;*
| ask, “When will you | comfort me?”
For | have become like a wineskin | in the smoke,*
yet | have not forgotten your | statutes.
How long must your ser- | vant endure?*
When will you judge those who perse- | cute me?
The insolent have dug pit- | falls for me;*
they do not live according | to your law.
All your command- | ments are sure;*
they persecute me with falsehood; | help me!
They have almost made an end of me | on earth,”



but | have not forsaken your | precepts.
In your steadfast love | give me life,”
that | may keep the testimonies | of your mouth.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon — Keep me, keep me as the apple of Your eye. Hide me,
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

The Second Lesson — Hebrews 11:17-31, 12:1-3

"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only
son, ®of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from
the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him
back. ®By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and
Esau. ?'By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. By faith
Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. *By faith
Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they
were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, *°choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. ®®He considered the
reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he
was looking to the reward. #’By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid
of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so
that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. #*By faith
the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the



Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were
drowned. *By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had
been encircled for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the prostitute did
not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given
a friendly welcome to the spies.

'"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings
so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us, %looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
*Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Verse of the Day — Jeremiah 23:29a, 28b
Alleluia. Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord? What has straw
in common with wheat? Alleluia.

The Gospel — Luke 12:49-56

¥[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it
were already kindled! *°| have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how great is my distress until it is accomplished! *'Do you think that
| have come to give peace on earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division. **For from now on in one house there will be five divided,
three against two and two against three. **They will be divided,
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-
in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Alleluia

J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.



Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried; He
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection
of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #522
When in the Hour of Utmost Need
1. When in the hour of utmost need
We know not where to look for aid;
When days and nights of anxious thought
Nor help nor counsel yet have brought,

2. Then this our comfort is alone,
That we may meet before Thy throne
And cry, O faithful God, to Thee

For rescue from our misery;

3. To Thee may raise our hearts and eyes,
Repenting sore with bitter sighs,

And seek Thy pardon for our sin

And respite from our griefs within.



4. For Thou hast promised graciously

To hear all those who cry to Thee
Through Him whose name alone is great,
Our Savior and our Advocate.

5. And thus we come, O God, today
And all our woes before Thee lay;
For sorely tried, cast down, we stand,
Perplexed by fears on every hand.

6. Ah! hide not for our sins Thy face,
Absolve us through Thy boundless grace,
Be with us in our anguish still,

Free us at last from every ill,

/. That so with all our hearts we may
To Thee our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to Thy Word
And now and ever praise Thee, Lord.

Sermon Text — Luke 12:49-56

Sermon
Christ’s Suffering and Death Bring Division

Offertory

J Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.



P: Lord of hosts, our fathers in the faith gave a good confession of
Your truth before the powers of this world. In the spirit of Jeremiah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses, strengthen our hearts
in days of division to confess in our words and lives the glory of
Your name.

1. Saints, see the cloud of withesses surround us;
Their lives of faith encourage and astound us.
Hear how the Master praised their faith so fervent:

“Well done, My servant!”

P: Lord God, You called Jeremiah as a youth and used Him in Your
service. We give You thanks for the young Christians You have
made Your children. By Your Word, strengthen them for daily life,
and help them to grow as Your people. Keep them and all youth in
Your care.

2. These saints of old received God’s commendation;
They lived as pilgrim-heirs of His salvation.
Through faith they conquered flame and sword and gallows,

God’s name to hallow.

P: O Lord, bless this congregation and our life together around the
Word and table of the Lord. Grant that the work of God would go
forth from this place, and that it would bless and prosper all things
according to His will.

3. They call to us, “Your timid footsteps lengthen;
Throw off sins’s weight, your halting weakness strengthen.
We kept the faith, we shed our blood, were martyred;

Our lives we bartered.”



P: Merciful Lord, grant healing to the sick, [especially to
,] strength to the weak, endurance to bear up under
trial, patience to await His deliverance, and peace at the last.

4. come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suffered,
He faced the cross, His sinless life He offered;
He scorned the shame, He died, our death enduring,

Our hope securing.

P: Heavenly Father, be with those who have wandered from the
faith, those who have been absent from the Lord’s house, and
those we have hurt or wounded in word and deed. Reconcile them
to Yourself, that they would know the forgiveness of Christ.

5. Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us --

With grace precede us.

P: Aimighty God, You shepherd the nations according to Your Word.
Grant our rulers wisdom and faith to serve for the good of their
people and to promote peace and quietness for the flourishing of
every godly endeavor.

6. You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Past, present, future - You, the same forever -

You fail us never!



P: Almighty Father, Your dear Son suffered and died for our
redemption. Embolden us by the witness of that great company of
saints who remained faithful unto death, that we would likewise fix
our eyes on Christ and so share in His victory over the grave;
through the same *please stand* Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who taught us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction



P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen
Closing Hymn #447
Fight the Good Fight with All Thy Might
1. Fight the good fight With all thy might;
Christ is thy Strength and Christ thy Right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.

2. Run the straight race Thro' God's good grace;
Lift up thine eyes and seek His face.

Life with its way before us lies;

Christ is the Path and Christ the Prize.

3. Cast care aside; Upon thy Guide
Lean, and His mercy will provide;
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its Life and Christ its Love.

4. Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear.
Only believe, and thou shalt see

That Christ is All in all to thee.

Silent Prayer
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