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Opening Hymn #297
The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace
1. The Gospel shows the Father's grace,
Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died
That man might thus be justified.

2. It sets the Lamb before our eyes,
Who made the atoning sacrifice,
And call the souls with guilt opprest
To come and find eternal rest.

3. It brings the Savior's righteousness
Our souls to robe in royal dress;

From all our guilt it brings release

And gives the troubled conscience peace.

4. It is the power of God to save
From sin and Satan and the grave;
It works the faith, which firmly clings
To all the treasures which it brings.

5. It bears to all the tidings glad

And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The heavy-laden souls it cheers

And banishes their guilty fears.

6. May we in faith its tidings learn



Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord our Righteousness!

Invocation

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Confession and Absolution

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen
The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place

The saints in Christ are one in ev'ry place

To serve the Gospel of His costly grace;

From those first days to this, our hope the same;
The love of Christ, one Lord, one saving name.

In chains for Christ! His pris’ners love to sing,
For slaves and free rejoice to praise our King;
What though the Church on earth still suffers wrong?



The cross of Christ remains our pilgrim song.

To live is Christ, for us, to die is gain;

Where then shall be our hunger, danger, pain?
Our joy to preach good news to rich and poor,
Then be with Christ, to live forevermore.

Lord Jesus Christ! Heav'n’s praise let earth repeat;
The work that You began, You will complete.

By grace let ev'ry foe become Your friend;

Your day, O Christ, shall dawn and never end.

Text © 1996 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.; admin Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission.
Lutheran Service Book Hymn 838 License #100014283.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray...
... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

The First Lesson — Ezekiel 2:8-3:11

But you, son of man, hear what | say to you. Be not rebellious like
that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what | give
you.” °And when | looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me,
and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. °’And he spread it before
me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were
written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe.

'And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat
this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” ?So | opened my
mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. ’And he said to me, “Son
of man, feed your belly with this scroll that | give you and fill your
stomach with it.” Then | ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as
honey. “And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel
and speak with my words to them. °For you are not sent to a people
of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel
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— °not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard language,
whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if | sent you to such,
they would listen to you. ‘But the house of Israel will not be willing
to listen to you, for they are not willing to listen to me. Because all
the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn
heart. ®Behold, | have made your face as hard as their faces, and
your forehead as hard as their foreheads. °Like emery harder than
flint have | made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at
their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” "Moreover, he said to
me, “Son of man, all my words that | shall speak to you receive in
your heart, and hear with your ears. "And go to the exiles, to your
people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord God,” whether they hear or refuse to hear.”

Psalm of the Day- Psalm 119:33-40

Antiphon — Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord a new
song.

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your | statutes;*
and | will keep it | to the end.

34 Give me understanding, that | may | keep your law*
and observe it with my | whole heart.

35 Lead me in the path of your com- | mandments,*
for 1 de- | light in it.

36 Incline my heart to your testi- | monies,*
and not to | selfish gain!

37 Turn my eyes from looking at | worthless things;*
and give me life | in your ways.

38 Confirm to your servant your | promise,*
that you | may be feared.

39 Turn away the reproach | that | dread,*
for your just de- | crees are good.

40 Behold, | long for your | precepts;*
in your righteousness | give me life!



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon — Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord a new
song.

The Second Lesson — Ephesians 4:7-16

"But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of
Christ’s gift. *Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led
a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” °(In saying, “He
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into
the lower parts of the earth? '’He who descended is the one who
also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all
things.) "And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the pastors and teachers, “to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, “until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, ™so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, ®from whom the whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in
love.

Verse of the Day — Matthew 28:19a, 20b
Alleluia. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. And behold,
| am with you always, to the end of the age. Alleluia.



The Gospel — Matthew 9:9-13

°As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he
rose and followed him. YAnd as Jesus reclined at table in the
house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were
reclining with Jesus and his disciples. "And when the Pharisees
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” “But when he heard it, he said, “Those
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘| desire mercy, and not
sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Alleluia

J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
And is seated at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge



the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #324 (v. 1, 2, 4, 6, 8)
Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
1. Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin's delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve--
Jesus sinners doth receive.

2. We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim.
Here their ills have perfect healing
Who with humble hearts believe--
Jesus sinners doth receive.

4. Come, ye sinners, one and all,
Come, accept His invitation;
Come, obey His gracious call,
Come and take His free salvation!
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6. Oh, how blest it is to know;
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow

By Thy blood and bitter Passion:
For these words | now believe:



Jesus sinners doth receive.

8. Jesus sinners doth receive.
Also | have been forgiven;

And when | this earth must leave,
| shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him | cleave--
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Sermon Text — Matthew 9:9-13

Sermon

Offertory

J Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.

P: Dear Father in heaven, with your gift of a Savior you restored
hope for our fallen world and brought glory to your name. We thank
you for the good news that you have reconciled the world to
yourself through your Son.

1. | hear the Savior calling! The gospel comes to me.

My eyes once closed in blindness Are opened now to see

That | myself was helpless To live eternally,

But, dying, Christ did save me, And now He calls for me!

P: O Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering yourself as the
atoning sacrifice for the sins of all. On the cross you declared the
sacrifice for sins completed. At the open tomb, you assured the
world that sinners are reconciled to God.

2. | hear the Savior calling! He leads a soul to me,



A soul in bitter anguish, One needing to be free.
The gift | have to offer Is Christ, my Lord’s decree
That all have been forgiven-My Savior calls for me!

P: Lord of the Church, Bless our church with pastors and teachers
who faithfully proclaim your Word. Lead many young men and
women to study for the preaching and teaching ministries. By the
power of your gospel, motivate them so that they do not become
discouraged but continue in the course you have set before them.
3. | hear the Savior calling! He gives this charge to me:

To serve the best I’'m able, Whate’er the call may be.

Thus hand in hand with others Who share the gospel key

We spread the gospel tidings-My Savior calls for me!

P: Holy Spirit, blessed Counselor, use your Word of Truth and
power to break down the barriers to our witness, including fallen
mankind’s natural hatred for God and Satan’s wicked work among
us.

4. |1 hear the Savior calling! He changes hearts for me.

From door to door | withess To bring my Savior’s plea;

Yet nothing can be added, No word on bended knee,

Beyond the simple gospel-My Savior calls for me!

P: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, send us by the power of your Word
into the mission fields beyond the walls of our church. Give us
hearing ears and seeing eyes that seize the opportunities you set
before us to be your witnesses.
5. | hear the Savior calling! His call has urgency!
Each moment souls are dying; Soon comes eternity.
And so, my precious Savior, This is my humble plea:
Prepare me for my mission For You are calling me!

(Please Stand)
P: You taught us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer



Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen
Closing Hymn #477
Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head
1. Lord Jesus, Thou the Church's Head,
Thou art her one Foundation;
In Thee she trusts, before Thee bows,
And waits for Thy salvation.
Built on this Rock secure,
Thy Church shall endure
E'en though the world decay
And all things pass away.
Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus!

2. O Lord, let this Thy little flock,
Thy name alone confessing,



Continue in Thy loving care,
True unity possessing.

Thy Sacraments, O Lord,

And Thy saving Word

To us e'er pure retain.

Grant that they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.

3. Help us to serve Thee evermore
With hearts both pure and lowly;
And my Thy Word, that light divine,
Shine on in splendor holy

That we repentance show,

In faith ever grow;

The power of sin destroy

And all that doth annoy.

Oh, make us faithful Christians!

4. And for Thy Gospel let us dare
To sacrifice all treasure;

Teach us to bear Thy blessed cross,
To find in Thee all pleasure.

Oh, grant us steadfastness

In joy and distress,

That we Thee ne'er forsake.

Let us by grace partake

O endless joy and glory.

Silent Prayer
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