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Opening Hymn #349 (v1, 2,4, 7)
Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me
1. Jesus, Thy boundless love to me
No thought can reach, no tongue declare;
Unite my thankful heart to Thee
And reign without a rival there.
To Thee alone, dear Lord, | live;
Myself to Thee, dear Lord, | give.

2. Oh, grant that nothing in my soul
May dwell but Thy pure love alone!
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole,
My Joy, my Treasure, and my Crown!
All coldness from my heart remove;
My every act, word, thought, be love.

4. This love unwearied | pursue
And dauntlessly to Thee aspire.
Oh, may Thy love my hope renew,
Burn in my soul like heavenly fire!
And day and night be all my care
To guard this sacred treasure there.

7. In suffering be Thy love my peace,

In weakness be Thy love my power;
And when the storms of life shall cease,
O Jesus, in that final hour,



Be Thou my Rod and Staff and Guide
And draw me safely to Thy side!

Invocation

P We worship today in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C JAmen.

Confession & Absolution

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C JWho made heaven and earth.

P | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord
C JAnd Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins.

P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners
confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean
and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and
deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy,
seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.

P & C O most merciful God, who has given Thine only-be-
gotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy
will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by



Thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us
and hath given His only Son to die for us and for His sake for-
giveth us all our sins. To them that believe on His name He
giveth power to become the sons of God and hath promised
them His Holy Spirit. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C JAmen.

Gloria Patri

C JGlory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie

C JLord, have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis — (Hymn #238 v.1)
All glory be to God alone,
Forevermore the Highest One,
Who doth our sinful race befriend,
And grace and peace to us extend.
Among mankind may His good will
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill.

The Salutation
P The Lord be with you
C JAnd with thy spirit.



The Collect for the Day

P Let us pray.......... who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C JAmen

The First Lesson — Ruth 1:1-19a’
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the
land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. ?The name
of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi,
and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They
were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there. *But Elimelech, the hus-
band of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two
sons. ‘“These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about
ten years, >and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the
woman was left without her two sons and her husband. °Then
she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country
of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that
the Lord had visited his people and given them food. "So she
set out from the place where she was with her two daughter-
s-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Ju-
dah. ®But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return
each of you to her mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with
me. °The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of you in the
house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted
up their voices and wept. "°’And they said to her, “No, we will
return with you to your people.” "But Naomi said, “Turn back,
my daughters; why will you go with me? Have | yet sons in my



womb that they may become your husbands? “Turn back, my
daughters; go your way, for | am too old to have a husband. If
| should say | have hope, even if | should have a husband this
night and should bear sons, “would you therefore wait till they
were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No,
my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake
that the hand of the Lord has gone out against me.” "*Then
they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed
her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. And she said, “See,
your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her
gods; return after your sister-in-law.” "°But Ruth said, “Do not
urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For
where you go, | will go, and where you lodge, | will lodge. Your
people shall be my people, and your God, my God. "Where
you die, | will die, and there will | be buried. May the Lord do
so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from
you.” "®And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go
with her, she said no more. So the two of them went on until
they came to Bethlehem.

Psalm of the Day — Psalm 111

1 Praise the LORD! | will give thanks to the LORD with my
whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2 Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.
3 Full of splendor and maijesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.
5 He provides food for those who fear him;



he remembers his covenant forever.
6 He has shown his people the power of his works,

in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;

all his precepts are trustworthy;
8 they are established forever and ever,

to be performed with faithfulness and  uprightness.
9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his
covenant forever.

Holy and awesome is his name!
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those
who practice it have a good understanding.

His praise endures forever!

The Second Lesson — 2 Timothy 2:1-13
"You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in
Christ Jesus, “and what you have heard from me in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also. *Share in suffering as a good soldier
of Christ Jesus. *“No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits,
since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. °An
athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the
rules. °lt is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first
share of the crops. "Think over what | say, for the Lord will give
you understanding in everything. °Remember Jesus Christ,
risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my
gospel, *for which | am suffering, bound with chains as a
criminal. But the word of God is not bound! "Therefore |
endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory. "The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him,
we will also live with him; #if we endure, we will also reign with



him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; "if we are faithless,
he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.

Verse of the Day — Luke 5:15
Alleluia. Now even more the report about him went abroad,
and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of
their infirmities. Alleluia.

The Gospel — Luke 17:11-19

""On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between
Samaria and Galilee. ’And as he entered a village, he was
met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance "*and lifted up their
voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” “When he
saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. *Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising
God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet,
giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. "Then Jesus
answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the
nine? ®Was no one found to return and give praise to God
except this foreigner?” *And he said to him, “Rise and go your
way; your faith has made you well.”

Confession of Faith
Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary;
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose



again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Aimighty; From
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints The forgiveness of sins;
The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting.
Amen.

Hymn of the Day #399

Thee Will | Love, My Strength, My Tower
1. Thee will | love, my Strength, my Tower;
Thee will | love, my Hope, my Joy;
Thee will | love with all my power,
With ardor time shall ne'er destroy.
Thee will | love, O Light Divine,
So long as life is mine.

2. Thee will | love, my Life, my Savior,
Who art my best and truest Friend,;
Thee will | love and praise forever,
For never shall Thy kindness end;
Thee will | love with all my heart,
Thou my Redeemer art.

3. | thank Thee, Jesus, Sun from heaven,
Whose radiance hath bro't light to me;

| thank Thee, who hast richly given

All that could make me glad and free;

| thank Thee that my soul is healed

By what Thy lips revealed.

4. Oh, keep me watchful, then, and humble



And suffer me no more to stray;

Uphold me when my feet would stumble,
Nor let me loiter by the way.

Fill all my nature with Thy light,

O Radiance strong and bright!

5. Oh, teach me, Lord, to love Thee truly
With soul and body, head and heart,
And grant me grace that | may duly
Practice fore'er love's sacred art.

Grant that my every thought may be
Directed e'er to Thee.

6. Thee will | love, my Crown of gladness;
Thee will | love, my God and Lord,

Amid the darkest depths of sadness,

Not for the hope of high reward--

For Thine own sake, O Light Divine,

So long as life is mine.

Sermon Text — Ruth 1:1-19a
Sermon
God’s Choice-And Ours

https:/ministrybymail.clclutheran.org/archive/1998/07-19-98.htm
By Pastor Paul Naumann

Offertory
JCreate in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.

Offering of Thankful Hearts



https://ministrybymail.clclutheran.org/archive/1998/07-19-98.htm

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

P: O Lord, You provide all that we need for this body and life,
including health and order. Watch over all who exercise
authority in our nation, giving them integrity, justice and
compassion. You accompanied Ruth and placed her in a
blessed union with Boaz. Remember Your people who are
single and desire marriage. Be their companion in their
solitude, and provide them a godly spouse and family
according to Your will.

1. For all the faithful women

Who served in days of old,

To You shall thanks be given;

To all, their story told.

They served with strength and gladness

In tasks Your wisdom gave.

To You their lives bore witness,

Proclaimed Your pow’r to save.

P: Lord of all, Your servant Ruth faithfully cared for Naomi in
her solitude and later years. Bless all adult children with
wisdom and compassion as they care for their aging parents,
and give their parents a humble spirit to accept needed
assistance.

7. For Ruth, who left her homeland

And ventured forth in faith,

Who pledged to serve and worship

Naomi’s God till death,

We praise You, God of Israel,

And pray for hearts set free



To bind ourselves to others
In love and loyalty.

P: Lord of compassion, You hear the cries of the righteous and
deliver them from their troubles and fears. Remember all who
cry to You for mercy, [especially ,] and help
them according to Your good and gracious will.

12 Lord, hear our thanks for Dorcas,

Who served the sick and poor.

Her hands were cups of kindness,

Her heart - an open door.

Send us, O Christ, Your Body,

Where people cry in pain,

And touch them with compassion

To make them whole again.

P: Heavenly Father, bless the pastors who speak to us in Your
name and administer Your Sacraments to us; those preparing
for this ministry; those who are considering church-work
vocations; and the seminary, college, and all schools where
our church workers learn and are being formed for service to
us.

3. O God, for saints and servants,

Those named and those unknown

In whom through all the ages

Your light of glory shone,

We offer glad thanksgiving

And fervent prayer we raise

That, faithful in Your service,

Our lives may sing Your praise.

P: Gracious Lord, give us thankful hearts that we may not
forget Your kindness nor presume Your mercy. Bestow on us



a giving spirit, that we may be preserved from selfishness and
jealousy and, with new and contrite hearts, love You above all
and love our neighbors as ourselves.

4. All praise to God the Father!

All praise to Christ the Son!

All praise the Holy Spirit,

Who binds the Church in one!

With saints who went before us,

With saints who witness still,

We sing glad Alleluias

And strive to do Your will.

P: All this we pray in the name of *please stand* Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Through Him, with Him and in Him, O God, almighty
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
Yours, forever and ever.

P: You taught us to pray:
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory



forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to
you,
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace.
C JAmen, Amen, Amen.

Closing Hymn #658
Onward, Christian Soldiers

1. Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the Foe;
Forward into battle

See His banners go!
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

2. Like a mighty army
Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading
Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided,

All one body we,

One in hope and doctrine,



One in charity.

Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

3. Crowns and thrones may perish,
Kingdoms rise and wane,

But the Church of Jesus
Constant will remain.

Gates of hell can never
'Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ's own promise,
And that cannot fail.

Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus

Going on before.

4. Onward, then, ye faithful,
Join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices
In the triumph-song;

Glory, laud, and honor
Unto Christ the King;

This, through countless ages,
Men and angels sing.
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

Silent Prayer
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