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Opening Hymn #73
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

        1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
        Behold, the King of Glory waits;
        The King of kings is drawing near,
        The Savior of the world is here.
        Life and salvation He doth bring,
        Wherefore rejoice and gladly sing:
        We praise Thee, Father, now,
        Creator, wise art Thou!

        2. A Helper just He comes to thee,
        His chariot is humility,
        His kingly crown is holiness,
        His scepter, pity in distress,
        The end of all our woe He brings;
        Wherefore the earth is glad and sings:
        We praise Thee, Savior, now,
        Mighty in deed art Thou!

        3. O blest the land, the city blest,
        Where Christ the Ruler is confessed!
        O happy hearts and happy homes
        To whom this King in triumph comes!
        The cloudless Sun of joy He is,
        Who bringeth pure delight and bliss.



        We praise Thee, Spirit, now,
        Our Comforter art Thou!

        4. Fling wide the portals of your heart;
        Make it a temple set apart
        From earthly use for Heaven's employ,
        Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
        So shall your Sovereign enter in
        And new and nobler life begin.
        To Thee, O God, be praise
        For word and deed and grace!

        5. Redeemer, come! I open wide
        My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
        Let me Thy inner presence feel,
        Thy grace and love in me reveal;
        Thy Holy Spirit guide us on
        Until our glorious goal is won.
        Eternal praise and fame
        We offer to Thy name.

Invocation

P: We worship today in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C ♪: Amen.

Confession & Absolution

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C ♪: Who made heaven and earth.



P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C ♪: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins.

P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean 
and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and 
deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.

P & C O most merciful God, who has given Thine only-be-
gotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His 
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy 
will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by 
Thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us
and hath given His only Son to die for us and for His sake for-
giveth us all our sins. To them that believe on His name He 
giveth power to become the sons of God and hath promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C ♪Amen.

Advent 1

P: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is 
coming again. He will come to gather his people from every-
where, both the living and the dead.



C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. 
None of us know what day that will be.

P: We hear his call to watch.

C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchful-
ness and waiting.

P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be 
blessed. 

The Prophecy Candle, (period of waiting) is lit. [Gen. 3:1-15]

(To the Tune of “Away in a Manger”)

Prepare for Christ’s coming,
Keep watch through the night.

We light one small candle
And cherish the light.

Give hope to the hopeless,
Give comfort and peace.

Trust in the Lord’s promise
That darkness shall cease.

The Salutation

P: The Lord be with you.
C ♪: And with thy spirit.

The Collect for the Day

P: Let us pray………. who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C ♪: Amen.



The First Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5
1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah
and Jerusalem.  2It shall come to pass in the latter days that
the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the
hills, and all  the nations shall  flow to it,  3and many peoples
shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach
us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of
Zion  shall  go  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the LORD from
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall de-
cide  disputes  for  many  peoples;  and  they  shall  beat  their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore.  5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in
the light of the LORD.

Psalm of the Day – Psalm 122

Antiphon – Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I was glad when they | said to me,*
        “Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Our feet have been | standing*
        within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
Jerusalem—built as a | city*
        that is bound firmly to- | gether,
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was 
decreed for | Israel,*
        to give thanks to the name | of the LORD.
There thrones for judg- | ment were set,*
        the thrones of the house of | David.



Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
        “May they be secure who | love you!
Peace be with- | in your walls*
        and security within your | towers!”
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
        I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”
For the sake of the house of the | LORD our God,*
        I will | seek your good.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon – Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

The Second Reading – Romans 13:11-14
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come

for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is
at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime,
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Verse of the Day – Psalm 24:7
Alleluia.  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  gates!  And  be  lifted  up,  O
ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Alleluia.

The Gospel Reading – Matthew 24:36-44
36[Jesus  said:]  “But  concerning  that  day  and  hour  no  one
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the



Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they
were  eating  and drinking,  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage,
until  the  day  when  Noah  entered  the  ark, 39and  they  were
unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in
the field; one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be
grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore,
stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have  stayed  awake  and  would  not  have  let  his  house  be
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints The forgiveness of sins;
The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. 
Amen.



Hymn of the Day #95
Savior of the Nations, Come

        1. Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

        2. Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh -
Woman’s Offspring, pure and fresh.

        3. Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child
Of the Virgin undefiled!
Tho’ by all the world disowned,
Still to be in heav’n enthroned.

        4. From the Father forth He came
And returneth to the same,
Captive leading death and hell – 
High the song of triumph swell!

        5. Thou, the Father’s only Son,
Hast o’er sin the victory won.
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be;
When shall we its glories see?

        6. Brightly doth Thy manger shine,
Glorious is its light divine.
Let not sin o’ercloud this light;
Ever be our faith thus bright.

        7. Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.



Sermon Text – Isaiah 2:1-5
Sermon

The Lord comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us
Now.

Offertory

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Oh come, Desire of Nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. [Refrain]

Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs.

P: Stir up Your power, O Lord, to rescue us from the dangers 
of this dark world by the advent of Your Son, that we may ever
walk in His light and learn the way of peace. 
1. The Night will soon be ending;
The dawn cannot be far.
Let songs of praise ascending
Now greet the Morning Star!
All you whom darkness frightens
With guilt or grief or pain,
God’s radiant Star now brightens
And bids you sing again.

P: O God, You have made us glad to enter into Your presence 
to hear the Good News of our Savior and to receive Your gifts.



Preserve Your Church against all her enemies. Lead us to 
walk in Your ways and to follow Your path, that when Jesus 
returns in His glory we may welcome Him with glad hosannas.

2. The One whom angels tended
Comes near, a child, to serve;
Thus God, the judge offended,
Bears all our sins deserve.
The guilty need not cower,
For God has reconciled
Through His redemptive power
All those who trust this child.

P: O Lord of love, visit our homes and defend us from the 
temptation to walk in the works of darkness. Clothe us with the
armor of light. Preserve the single in holiness, and lead 
husbands and wives to love one another and raise their 
children in the faith.
3. The earth in sure rotation
Will soon bring morning bright,
So run where God’s salvation
Glows in a stable’s light.
As old as sin’s perversion
Is mercy’s vast design:
God brings a new creation --
This child its seal and sign. 

P: Merciful Lord, You have given us Your Son to bear the 
burdens of our sin and to grant us healing and hope. Hear us 
on behalf of those in great need, those afflicted with physical 
and mental ills, those whose hearts are touched by grief, and 
those in their last days on earth [especially _____________]. 



4. Yet nights will bring their sadness
And rob our hearts of peace,
And sin in all its madness
Around us may increase. 
But now one Star is beaming
Whose rays have pierced the night:
God comes for our redeeming
From sin’s oppressive might. 

P: Almighty Father, You are the authority to whom all temporal 
authorities must bow. Give wisdom and godly insight to our 
president; our governor; and all who make, administer or 
judge our laws. Grant peace among the nations, that swords 
may be beaten to plowshares and spears to pruning hooks. 
5. God dwells with us in darkness
And makes the night as day;
Yet we resist the brightness
And turn from God away.
But grace does not forsake us,
However far we run.
God claims us still as children
Through Mary’s infant Son.

P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank, bless and praise You 
forever that You have sent Your Son to reign over us poor 
sinners, who for our trespasses deserve rightly to remain in 
bondage to sin and Satan. You have given us a righteous and 
humble King who, through His death, has saved us from sin 
and eternal death. We implore You, enlighten, govern and 
direct us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may remain faithful to this
righteous King and Savior and not be offended by His humble 
appearance or despised Word, but believe in Him and obtain 



eternal salvation; through the same *please stand* Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who taught us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name;Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heav-
en; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for-
ever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you peace.

C ♪: Amen, Amen, Amen.

Closing Hymn #56
 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

        1. Jesus came, the heavens adoring,
        Came with peace from realms on high;
        Jesus came for man's redemption,
        Lowly came on earth to die;
        Alleluia! Alleluia!
        Came in deep humility.

        2. Jesus comes again in mercy
        When our hearts are bowed with care;
        Jesus comes again in answer
        To an earnest, heartfelt prayer;



        Alleluia! Alleluia!
        Comes to save us from despair.

        3. Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
        Bringing news of sins forgiven;
        Jesus comes in sounds of gladness,
        Leading souls redeemed to heaven.
        Alleluia! Alleluia!
        Now the gate of death is riven.

        4. Jesus comes in joy and sorrow,
        Shares alike our hopes and fears;
        Jesus comes, whate'er befalls us,
        Glads our hearts, and dries our tears;
        Alleluia! Alleluia!
        Cheering e'en our failing years.
        5. Jesus comes on clouds triumphant
        When the heavens shall pass away;
        Jesus comes again in glory.
        Let us, then, our homage pay,
        Alleluia! ever singing
        Till the dawn of endless day.

Silent Prayer
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