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The minister enters in silence.

HYMN WS #723 (1-2)
What Wondrous Love is This?

1. What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!

LESSON (Isaiah 53)
Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted
up, and shall be exalted. 14 As many were astonished at you—
his appearance was so marred,  beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that  of  the children of  mankind—15  so
shall he sprinkle many nations.  Kings shall shut their mouths



because of him, for that which has not been told them they
see, and that which they have not heard they understand. 
53 Who has believed what  he has  heard from us? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  2  For he grew
up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry
ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.  3  He was despised
and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief;  and as one from whom men hide their  faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not.  4  Surely he has borne
our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows;  yet  we  esteemed  him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5  But he was pierced
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
wounds we are healed.  6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7 He was oppressed, and
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that
is  led  to  the  slaughter,  and  like  a  sheep  that  before  its
shearers  is  silent,  so  he  opened  not  his  mouth.  8  By
oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his
generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land
of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  9

And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man
in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was
no deceit  in his mouth.  10  Yet it  was the will  of  the Lord to
crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an
offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his
days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.  11  Out of
the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to



be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  12

Therefore I  will  divide him a portion with the many, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out
his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the
transgressors.

PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY

M: Let us pray.
God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ  was willing to be betrayed,  be given
over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the
cross. Keep us always faithful  to him, our only Savior,  who
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
C: Amen.

First Word - Luke 23:26-34
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene,
who  was  coming  in  from the  country,  and  laid  on  him the
cross, to carry it  behind Jesus.  27  And there followed him a
great  multitude  of  the  people  and  of  women  who  were
mourning and lamenting for him. 28  But turning to them Jesus
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep
for yourselves and for your children.  29  For behold, the days
are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and
the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
30  Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’
and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when
the wood is green, what will  happen when it is dry?”  32  Two
others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death
with him. 33 And when they came to the place that is called The



Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left.  34  And Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to
divide his garments.

O Lord Jesus Christ, touch us with your hands
which the sins of the world pierced with the nails,
and forgive our ignorance, for Lord, we knew not, indeed we 
know not what we did in sinning against you. Touch us to 
forgive and to bless, O Lord,
for your endless mercies’ sake.

Hymn #180 
Jesus, in Thy Dying Woe

1. Jesus, in Thy dying woes
Even while Thy life-bIood flows,
Craving pardon for Thy foes:
Hear us, holy Jesus.

2. Savior, for our pardon sue
When our sins Thy pangs renew,
For we know not what we do:
Hear us, holy Jesus.

3. Oh, may we who mercy need
Be like Thee in heart and deed
When with wrong our spirits bleed:
Hear us, holy Jesus.

Second Word - Luke 23:38-43
There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.” 39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him,



saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40  But
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we
indeed  justly,  for  we  are  receiving  the  due  reward  of  our
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42  And he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  43

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with
me in paradise.”

O Lord Jesus Christ, look on us with your eyes
as you looked upon the thief on the cross, that with him we 
may confess our sins and ask, humbly,
‘Lord remember us when you come into your kingdom,’ and by
your same voice be comforted,
for your endless mercies’ sake.

Hymn WS #724 
Jesus Remember Me

Jesus, remember me
when You come into Your Kingdom.
Jesus, remember me
when You come into Your Kingdom.

Jesus, remember me
when You come into Your Kingdom.
Jesus, remember me
when You come into Your Kingdom.

Third Word - John 19:25-27
Standing  by  the  cross  of  Jesus  were  his  mother  and  his
mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your



son!”  27  Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!”
And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

O Lord Jesus Christ, fill us with your love as in your pain you 
did comfort your mother, and provide for her need, and gave 
her both home and son. To such love, without compare, 
without limit, lead us, O Lord, now and forever.

Hymn #150 (5)
Lord Jesus, Thou Art Going Forth

5. What can I for such love divine
To Thee, Lord Jesus, render?
No merit has this heart of mine;
Yet while I live, I’ll tender
Myself alone,
And all I own,
In love to serve before Thee;
Then when time’s past,
Take me at last
To Thy blest home in glory.

Fourth Word - Matthew 27:45-49
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land
until the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out
with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47  And some
of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.”
48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with
sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49

But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come
to save him.”



O Lord Jesus Christ, fill us with your faith since in your last 
agony you cried to your Father, ‘My God, my God.’ That no 
suffering, no shadow of doubt may darken our trust in God, 
nor separate us from your Father and ours, now or ever.

Hymn #153 (1, 3) 
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

        1. Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
        See Him dying on the tree!
        'Tis the Christ by man rejected;
        Yes, my soul, 'tis He! 'tis He!
        'Tis the long-expected Prophet,
        David's Son, yet David's Lord;
        Proofs I see sufficient of it:
        'Tis the true and faithful Word.

        3. Ye who think of sin but lightly
        Nor suppose the evil great
        Here may view its nature rightly,
        Here its guilt may estimate.
        Mark the Sacrifice appointed,
        See who bears the awful load;
        'Tis the WORD, the LORD'S ANOINTED,
        Son of Man and Son of God.

Fifth Word - John 19:28, 29
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to
fulfill  the Scripture), “I  thirst.”  29  A jar full  of  sour wine stood
there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop
branch and held it to his mouth.

O Lord Jesus Christ, lead us to see your thirst as you suffered
in your humanity, that we might drink from you and never thirst



again, but live in your Father’s house forever, for your tender 
mercies’ sake.

Hymn #159 (2) 
Go to Dark Gethsemane

        2. Follow to the judgment-hall,
        View the Lord of life arraigned;
        Oh, the wormwood and the gall!
        Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
        Shun not suffering, shame, or loss;
        Learn of Him to bear the cross.

Sixth Word - John 19:30
When  Jesus  had  received  the  sour  wine,  he  said,  “It  is
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

O Lord Jesus Christ, give us your strength as you resolved to 
do your Father’s work and finish it. That morning and evening 
we live in hope, knowing that your great work for us is 
completed, to the glory of your holy name.

Hymn #159 (3) 
Go to Dark Gethsemane

        3. Calvary's mournful mountain climb;
        There, adoring at His feet,
        Mark that miracle of time,
        God's own sacrifice complete.
        "It is finished!" bear Him cry;
        Learn of Jesus Christ to die.
Seventh Word - Luke 23:33-46
And when they came to the place that  is  called The Skull,
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right
and one on his left.  34  And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide



his garments.  35  And the people stood by, watching, but the
rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save
himself, if  he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!”  36  The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine  37  and saying,  “If  you are the King of  the Jews,  save
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the
King of the Jews.”  39  One of the criminals who were hanged
railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself
and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear
God,  since  you  are  under  the  same  sentence  of
condemnation?  41  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing
wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” 44 It was now about the
sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until
the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of
the temple was torn in two.  46  Then Jesus, calling out with a
loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”
And having said this he breathed his last.

O Lord Jesus Christ, give us your trust, unquestioning, 
complete as on the cross, you committed your spirit to your 
Father. That whatever may happen, we may rest in the same 
everlasting arms, for your endless mercies’ sake.

Hymn #154 (1-3) 
Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed

        1. Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
        And did my Sovereign die?
        Would He devote that sacred head
        For such a worm as I?



        2. Was it for crimes that I had done
        He groaned upon the tree?
        Amazing pity, grace unknown,
        And love beyond degree!

        3. Well might the sun in darkness hide
        And shut his glories in
        When God, the mighty Maker, died
        For man the creature's sin.

OFFERING

PRAYER

M: Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father
would defend her from the devil and keep her faithful to her 
Lord.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty  and everlasting  God,  you  have revealed  your
saving  name  to  the  world  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.
Protect  us  from  the  assaults  of  the  evil  one,  and  help  us
remain faithful  to your Word so that,  in every adversity,  we
may stand firm in  our  faith  and give  ourselves  fully  to  our
Savior’s work, through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

M: Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and 
for all people of God.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for
the good of your people. Preserve us from divisive spirits and
false teachers. Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ
joyfully in word and deed so that all who hear them may come



to know their Savior better and be strengthened for their lives
of service, through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

M: Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word
that they remain firm in the simple faith of Baptism.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  you  make  us  your  own
dear children by the washing of rebirth and renewal in the Holy
Spirit.  Give  strength  to  all  who  are  buried  with  Christ  in
Baptism that each day they may die to sin and rise again to
live a new and holy life, through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

M: Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all 
who are in authority.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  you  have  established
earthly government to keep a measure of order in this dying
world and to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all
rulers the wisdom to govern well and to all citizens the desire
to  obey  them,  so  that  we  may  live  peaceful  lives  in  all
godliness and holiness, through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

M: Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and
our  communities  from  the  many  earthly  calamities  that
threaten us.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  on  all  sides  we  are
surrounded by danger  from wars and famine,  from disease
and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of



our lives. Protect us from all these miseries so that your name
may still be glorified in them and so that we may safely pass
through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ  our
Lord.
C: Amen.
M: Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that
they may come to know the one, true God and Jesus Christ
whom he has sent.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on
the cross so that he might draw all people to himself. Through
the  proclamation  of  your  Word,  mercifully  gather  from  the
nations a people that  are your very  own, that  we may join
together around your throne in glory to praise and thank you
forever, through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
M: Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  no  one  can  harm  us
without grieving you whose name we bear. We ask that you
would change the hearts of those who work against us and
who hate us without reason. Give them repentance and faith
so that they may be glad with us and find joy in your love,
through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

M: Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the
world to bear our griefs and to carry our sorrows. Help those
who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling



against temptation so that they may not be overwhelmed with
sadness but find relief in your grace, through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

M: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord
would have us ask in  the words he himself  has taught  us.
*please stand*

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BE SEATED

HYMN WS 723 (3-4) 
What Wondrous Love is This?

3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.



4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free
I'll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
And through eternity I'll sing on.

The minister exits the chancel.

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation 
before dispersing quietly.


