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Opening Hymn #514
God Moves in a Mysterious Way
1. God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

2. Deep in unfathomable mines

Of never-failing skill

He treasures up His bright designs
And works His sovereign will.

3. Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy and shall break

In blessings on your head.

4. Judge not the Lord by feeble sense.
But trust Him for His grace;

Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face.

5. His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

6. Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;



God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain.

Invocation

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Confession and Absolution

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis

J Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.

1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise;
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’'nly King

2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,



You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict'ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within

3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God'’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray...
... through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

The First Lesson — Job 38:4-18
“[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when | laid the foundation
of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. *Who determined
its measurements — surely you know! Or who stretched the line
upon it? °On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone,
‘'when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God
shouted for joy? ®Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst
out from the womb, *when | made clouds its garment and thick
darkness its swaddling band, "and prescribed limits for it and set
bars and doors, "and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no
farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed'? '*“Have you
commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the
dawn to know its place, "*that it might take hold of the skirts of the
earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? "It is changed like clay
under the seal, and its features stand out like a garment. From the
wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken.
'"®“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the
recesses of the deep? '"Have the gates of death been revealed to
you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? '"Have you



comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all
this.”

Psalm of the Day- Psalm 18:1-6
WS p. 33

Antiphon — In ev’ry age, O Lord, You have been our refuge.
'] love you,*
O | Lord, my strength.
*The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my de- | liverer,*
my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my | stronghold.
°| call upon the Lord, who is worthy | to be praised,*
and | am saved from my | enemies.
“The cords of death en- | compassed me;*
the torrents of destruction as- | sailed me;
°the cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;*
the snares of death con- | fronted me.
°In my distress | called upon the Lord; to my God | | cried for help.*
From his temple he heard my voice,
and my cry to him | reached his ears.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
Antiphon — In ev’ry age, O Lord, You have been our refuge.

The Second Lesson — Romans 10:5-17
*Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law,
that the person who does the commandments shall live by
them. °But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ
down) ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). °But what does it say? “The word is near
you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that
we proclaim); *because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus



is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. "°For with the heart one believes and is justified,
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. ""For the Scripture
says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” *For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. *For
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But
how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? *And how
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” "But
they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who
has believed what he has heard from us?” '"So faith comes from
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

Verse of the Day — Matthew 14:27
Alleluia. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart;
it is I. Do not be afraid.” Alleluia.

The Gospel — Matthew 14:22-33
*Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, *but the
boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the
waves, for the wind was against them. ?And in the fourth watch of
the night he came to them, walking on the sea. *But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said,
“It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. ?’But immediately Jesus
spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is |. Do not be afraid.” *And
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” ®He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water and came to Jesus. **But when he saw the
wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save



me.” *'Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of
him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” **And
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. *And those in the
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.

The Alleluia

J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
And is seated at the right hand of God
the Father Aimighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #373
By Grace I’'m Saved, Grace Free and Boundless
1. By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless;



My soul, believe and doubt it not.

Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain;
By grace thou, too, shalt heav'n obtain.

2. By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;

His death did for our sins atone,

And we are saved by grace alone.

3. By grace! Oh, mark this word of promise
When thou art by thy sins opprest,

When Satan plagues thy troubled conscience,
And when thy heart is seeking rest.

What reason cannot comprehend

God by His grace to thee doth send.

4. By grace God's Son, our only Savior,
Came down to earth to bear our sin.

Was it because of thine own merit

That Jesus died thy soul to win?

Nay, it was grace, and grace alone,

That brought Him from His heavenly throne.

5. By grace! This ground of faith is certain;
So long as God is true, it stands.

What saints have penned by inspiration,
What in His Word our God commands,
What our whole faith must rest upon,

Is Grace alone, grace in His Son.

6. By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation's furnace tried,--
By grace, despite all fear and trouble,



The Father's heart is open wide.
Where could | help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

7. By grace! On this I'll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise | rejoice;

For though | know my heart’s condition,
| also know my Savior’s voice.

My heart is glad, all grief has flown,
Since | am saved by grace alone.

Sermon Text — Matthew 14:22-33

Sermon
Christ the Crucified Comes to Save Us by the Word of Faith

Offertory

J' Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.

P: Gracious Lord, Your Word is near to the hearts of Your people.
Grant them courage to speak the Gospel faithfully before the world.
Let those who hear confess Jesus Christ as Lord and be saved.
Remember all who endure persecution for His name, and
strengthen them for a bold witness.

1. Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way;

Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day. ...

P: O Lord, we ask You to raise up pastors, teachers, missionaries
and servants for all church-work vocations. Bless church planters
and new congregations, that they may endure. Bring hope and



renewal to all struggling congregations and to the pastors who
serve them. Do not let fear keep us from Your Word and
Sacraments.

Without Your grace and favor | go astray,

So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.

P: O Lord, You supported Peter in his doubts and fears. Keep us
from sinking into despair when we suffer the trials of this mortal life.
Be with those who are in need [especially ]. Grant
us Your Spirit, that our hearts may not waver, and keep us in the
grasp of Your grace, that we may not lose our way or be overcome
by weariness and struggle.

2. Lord when the tempest rages, | need not fear;

For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. ...

P: Almighty God, You laid the foundations of the earth and set
bounds and limits to all things. We give You thanks for Your glorious
creation, including our own bodies and souls. In our sin, we have
earned for ourselves death, and Your creation has been subjected
to futility; yet in Your Son, You grant us forgiveness and new life.
Help us to live in righteousness through faith in Christ.

Close by Your side abiding, | fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding, In peace | go.

P: Gracious Lord, You stand over all creation. Speak peace to the
nations, that war and violence may end. Raise up good and faithful
leaders who will act justly and protect the weak, the vulnerable and
the unborn from exploitation and oppression.

3. Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come,

| know that You will strengthen My steps toward home,

P: Help us to trust in You at all times, Father, that we may not doubt
or fear. Grant us confidence in all that You have promised to bestow
daily and richly upon Your people.



Then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend!
So take my hand and lead me Unto the end.

P: Gracious Lord, give ear to the prayers of Your people and lead
us to trust in Your mercy without fear, that we may be confident that
You will grant to us all things needful to us and our salvation;
through *please stand* Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
taught us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen
Closing Hymn #15
From All that Dwell below the Skies

1. From all that dwell below the skies

Let the Creator's praise arise;

Alleluia! Alleluia!



Let the Redeemer's name be sung
Through every land, by every tongue.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;

Eternal truth attends Thy Word:

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Silent Prayer
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