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Opening Hymn #605 (v. 1-4)
The World Is Very Evil
1. The world is very evil,
The times are waxing late;
Be sober and keep vigil,
The Judge is at the gate;
The Judge that comes in mercy,
The Judge that comes with might,
To terminate the euvil,
To diadem the right.

2. Arise, arise, good Christian,
Let right to wrong succeed,;
Let penitential sorrow

To heav'nly gladness lead,

To light that hath no evening,
That knows no moon nor sun,
The light so new and golden,
The light that is but one.

3. O home of fadeless splendor,
Of flow'rs that bear no thorn,
Where they shall dwell as children
Who here as exiles mourn.

Midst pow'r that knows no limit,
Where knowledge has no bound,



The beatific vision
Shall glad the saints around.

4. Strive, man, to win that glory;
Toil, man, to gain that light;
Send hope before to grasp it
Till hope be lost in sight.

Exult, O dust and ashes,

The Lord shall be thy part;

His only, His forever,

Thou shalt be and thou art.

Invocation
P We worship today in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C JAmen.

Confession & Absolution
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C JWho made heaven and earth.

P | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord
C JAnd Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins.

P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners
confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean
and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and
deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy,
seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus
Christ.



P & C O most merciful God, who has given Thine only-be-
gotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy
will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by
Thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us
and hath given His only Son to die for us and for His sake for-
giveth us all our sins. To them that believe on His name He
giveth power to become the sons of God and hath promised
them His Holy Spirit. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C JAmen.

Gloria Patri
C JGlory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie
C JLord, have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis — (Hymn #238 v.1)
All glory be to God alone,
Forevermore the Highest One,
Who doth our sinful race befriend,
And grace and peace to us extend.
Among mankind may His good will
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill.

The Salutation



P The Lord be with you
C JAnd with thy spirit.

The Collect for the Day

P Let us pray.......... who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C JAmen

The First Lesson — Amos 5:18-24
"®Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why would you have the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, and not light,
Yas if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
?ls not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21| hate, | despise your feasts,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
*2Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
| will not look upon them.
**Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps | will not listen.
**But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

Psalm of the Day — Psalm 70
WS pg. 42



Antiphon — Keep me, keep me as the apple of Your eye. Hide
me, hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
'Make haste, O God, to de- | liver me!*
O Lord, make haste to | help me!
’Let them be put to shame and confusion who | seek my life!*
Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor
who de- | sire my hurt!
*Let them turn back because | of their shame*
who say, “A-| ha, Aha!”
*May all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you!*
May those who love your salvation
say evermore, | “God is great!”
°But | am poor and needy; hasten to me, | O God!*
You are my help and my deliverer;
O Lord, do | not delay!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the | Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Antiphon — Keep me, keep me as the apple of Your eye. Hide
me, hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

The Second Lesson — 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about
those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope. "For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep. "°For this we declare to you by a
word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. "®For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a



cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. "Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord. "*Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Verse of the Day — Matthew 25:13
Alleluia. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour. Alleluia.

The Gospel — Matthew 25:1-13

'[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five
of them were foolish, and five were wise. *For when the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them, “but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was delayed,
they all became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was a
cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” "Then all
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. ®And the foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” °But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not
be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy
for yourselves.” '’And while they were going to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him
to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. "Afterward the
other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” "But
he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.” *Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Confession of Faith
Apostle’s Creed



| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints The forgiveness of sins; The res-
urrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #609
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

1. "Wake, awake, for night is flying,"
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"

Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:

"Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!

Your lamps with gladness take!
Hallelujah!

With bridal care

Yourselves prepare

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near."

2. Zion hears the watchmen singing,

And all her heart with joy is springing,
She wakes, she rises from her gloom;
For her Lord comes down all-glorious,



The strong in grace, in truth victorious,
Her Star is ris'n, her Light is come.
"Now come, Thou Blessed One,

Lord Jesus, God's own Son,

Hail! Hosannal!

The joyful call

We answer all

And follow to the nuptial hall."

3. Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee,
Let men and angels sing before Thee,
With harp and cymbal's clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
Where, dwelling with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.
No vision ever brought,

No ear hath ever caught,

Such great glory;

Therefore will we

Eternally

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee.

Sermon Text
Matthew 25:1-13

Sermon
The Gospel Prepares Us for Our Heavenly
Bridegroom’s Coming

Offertory
JCreate in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.



Offering of Thankful Hearts

Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and
for all people according to their needs.

P: Lord Jesus Christ, teach us to do Your will, for You are our
God. Strengthen pastors to meditate on all You have done and
proclaim Your Word in its truth and purity, that Your good Spirit
may lead us on level ground, holy and righteous before You.

' Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten

Radiance of the Father’s face, ...

P: Holy God, a nation that despises You will be as a sacrifice to
others, for it has rejected You as its strength and shield. Grant
repentance in our land, that our laws may be just, our
transactions honest and our love for others fervent.

Word made flesh, who lived among us

Full of truth and full of grace, ...

P: Lord God, enter not into judgment with Your servants, for no
one living is righteous before You. Have mercy on those
haunted by guilt and shame, and faithfully convince them of
Your grace and holiness for them in Christ Jesus.

Shine upon our human darkness;

Pierce the night that shrouds our race.

P: Father in heaven, You have made us children of the light
and of the day. Bless our homes, especially parents as they
teach their children Your ways, that Your people may walk as
those armored in faith, love and salvation.

* Come, Lord Jesus, by Your Spirit

In our hearts Your work begin, ...



P: Almighty God, give ear to our pleas on behalf of the afflicted
[including ]. For Your name’s sake, preserve
their life and grant them healing according to Your will. In Your
righteousness, strengthen their faith through all trials and bring
their souls out of trouble.

Bring the healing restoration

Of Your image lost by sin; ...

P: God of life, Your Son died for us so that, whether awake or
asleep, we might live with Him. Receive our thanks for Your
kindness to all who have died in the faith. Comfort those who
mourn with the consolation that all who die in Christ live with
Him forever.

From Your fullness all receiving

Grace on grace, new life within!

P: God of grace, preserve us from the temptation to consider
You a hard and unmerciful master. Keep us mindful that You
give us every good thing in abundance, most of all a place in
Your household; for the sake of Your Son, *please stand*
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to
you,
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace.
C JAmen, Amen, Amen.

Closing Hymn #305 (v. 1-2)
Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness
1. Soul, adorn thyself with gladness,
Leave behind all gloom and sadness;
Come into the daylight's splendor,
There with joy thy praises render
Unto Him whose grace unbounded
Hath this woundrous supper founded.
High o'er all the heavens He reigneth,
Yet to dwell with thee He deigneth.

2. Hasten as a bride to meet Him
And with loving reverence greet Him;
For with words of life immortal
Now He knocketh at thy portal.
Haste to ope the gates before Him,
Saying, while thou dost adore Him,
Suffer, Lord, that | receive Thee,
And | nevermore will leave Thee.
Silent Prayer
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